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LECTURE I1L.—Parr II. 
Illustrations from Nerves of Lower Extremity. 

In the lower extremity we discover the same law of nervous 
distribution as in the arm. For example, the anterior crural 
nerve supplies all the muscles which we employ in the first 
effort of progression; we flex the thigh, we extend the knee, 
and we slightly evert the leg, an:i all the muscles employed for 
those purposes are supplied by the anterior crural nerve—the 
psoas, the iliacus, pectineus, crureus, subcrureus, the two vasti, 
the rectus, and sartorims muscles. All these muscles are sup- 
plied by the anterior crural nerve, and so is the skin over their 
insertion, as well as the joints which those muscles move. 
We are all acquainted with those numerous cutaneous nerves 
(branches of the anterior crural) distributed over the thigh, in- 
cluding the external cutaneous nerve, which supply the skin as 
far as the knee joint, corresponding with the subjacent distri- 
bution of the anterior crural nerve to the various muscles. | 
But I must select from these various cutaneous nerves the long 
saphenous, which pursues a peculiar course, and runs ahead 
(seemingly, at first theught, without purpose) of all the other 
nerves downwards as far as the ankle-joint and the side of the 
foot. I say, at first sight it would appear extraordinary that 
this long saphenous nerve should run away from its comrades, 
and apparently from its proper muscular and cutaneous associa- 
tion, and proceed as far as the inner side of the foot ; but when 
we come to examine this drawing the thing is explained. 


the knee, made purposely for me, The sartorius muscle has 
been divided, and its lower portion turned downwards. This 
muscle is most intimately and attached to the fascia of 
the leg ; in trath, the fascia of this portion of the limb must be 
considered as part of the insertion of the sartorius, just as the 
fascia of the forearm is to be considered as part of the insertion 
of the biceps muscle ; so that not only is the sartorius supplied 
by the anterior crural nerve, but, as you will observe, the long 
insertion, extending down the leg some considerable distance, 


even as far as the ankle-joint, where it i i 
No. 1964, ‘joint, is blended with the 


ther to convey to you the idea of 


terior crural nerve traced to the anterior part 
hg igh, as as to the capsular ligamen’ 

J 

I have here also a sketch of another nerve traced 
knee joint (copied from Mr. Swan’s book)—a i 


sciatic nerve, sending branches underneath the 
ligament, and, no doubt, reaching i 
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‘fascia over the foot on the immer side of the inner malleolus, 
Course of Lectures ‘receives its nervous supply from the same source. Thus is ex- 
on the anterior crural, should thrust itself ae tr fancia of 
? of the skin as far as the inner side of the ankle joint, and some- 
aD THE times as far as the inner side of the dorsal aspect of the foot, 
thus following the fascia, At first sight it appears a deviation 
branches to the as far as the foot; yet when you cometo 
examine this fasci association, you see that it is only a carry- 
ing out of the pri 
the muscle supple the skin over the insertion of the eo 
the sartorius having a long fascial insertion as far as the point I 
have already indicated, and requiring an equally long nervous 
supply. 
t. I have here a little sketch of the nerves of the hip- 
“ joint of Mr. Durham, which has been taken from his notes of 
Fis. 18, 
\.\ 
~~ 
Fis, 13, 
: @, Filaments from the anterior crural nerve. }, Fila 
Y. ments from the obtarator nerve. 
nerves going to the capsular ligament of the hip-joint. I wish 
you to understand that these articular nerves are not copied 
=y —— ae eee | supply of nerves to the hip-joint, although not with that pre- 
cision of anatomy which, no doubt, is always desirable, and 
, ae > HS especially so within this College. We see filaments of the an- 
psular 
_ @, Sartorius muscle divided in the lower third of the thigh, — 
divided, of the 
Here is a sketch, taken from a dissection of the inner side of | grea ascia to 
| the nterior of 
> | the joint. ere 18 Seen a recurrent branch going to inferior 
| part of the knee-joint. The same law attaches itself to 
| distribution of the sciatic nerve, the details of which I will 
| trouble you with. 
But to return to the anterior crural. We see that 
| part ip-joint, a i nee-joint 
weld -the ckinen the tamer of the beg, 
as the extension of the fascia which is attached to the war. 
| torius muscle, 
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wee t, in tracing the nerves in this way, to fix upon 


as we can, some useful reference, so that we may 
not ber bear them in mind, but see the practical application 
of the subject. Now, we know that the | saphenous nerve 
follows the course of the saphena major vein; and this is, no 
doubt, the explanation of patients experiencing so muck pain 
in this neighbourhood when these veins are dilated and press 


have been under the necessity of dividing the nerve 
in the ulcer, and that has led to its rapid healing—a point in 


respect of which I have addressed you two or three times be- 


a — pain in the leg thus experienced is most manifest 
tient is standing, when all these veins are full of 

Bid, a thereby encroaching upon the nerves; but if the 
lifted up, and the bloodvessels so emptied, the pain is 
ikly relieved. It is pressure upon the nerve that causes 
under those circumstances. I have very often recom- 
a ab my advantage to the patients) elderly per- 
Page with or without sore legs, to 

y iene half of the bed on which they sleep so as to 
e legs a little higher than the pelvis, so that they may 
3 the veins are thus empty nearly all the night, and 
t of that is to remove the — and if the patients 
bee an opportunity of re- 
injuries that have been inflicted. T have known 

y persons by that simple circumstance to live in great com- 
ru ly by Laer the lower half of the bed se te loo 


ON THE UNCERTAINTY OF THE SPUTUM 
AS A DIAGNOSTIC FEATURE 
IN PNEUMONIA. 


By THOMAS WILLIAMS, M.D. (Lowp.), F.R.S., 
PHYSICIAN TO THE SWANSEA INFIRMARY, 


Tue following cases are highly instructive. They convey, 
in a practical sense, a lesson of great value. It constantly 
occurs that a case of true pneumonia passes through all its 
stages to recovery without once exciting the suspicion of the 
practitioner as to its real nature. It is allowed to pass under 
the vague name of “influenza,” ‘‘feverishness,” ‘‘ cold,” or 
**slight fever,” &c. There is no expectoration; there is no 
cough; there is no pain in the side; no obvious symptom is 
present by which the attention is invited to the chest. Ifa 
stethoscopic examination is made, it is done hurriedly and | ' 
carelessly, and the case is dismissed as something which it is 
not. These oversights are committed because students are 
taught by nearly all standard authorities to lay faith in the 
most variable rather than the least variable symptoms, as | 4, 
signs of the disease. 

Another class of cases mislead by the hemoptysic character 
presented by the sputum. Pure blood, of a bright scarlet 
colour, in portions of variable amount, is mixed up with the 
sputum, the latter being colourless as in bronchitis. Able and 
cautious practitioners have condemned such cases as phthisical, 
and therefore fatal, in which the most complete and lasting 
recovery has afterwards taken place. Fallacy in this direction 
is painful in the extreme. The verdict of death is pronounced 
over those whose life is in no danger. Character and confi- 
dence are destroyed, and the medical attendant becomes the 
greatest sufferer. 

In the description of the following cases the strictest brevity 
will be observed. The fact that a pneumonic consolidation 
of the lung existed has been carefully determined in each in- 
stance by auscultatory examination. To mention the familiar 
signs of such consolidation were to occupy space unnecessarily ; 
the object bemg to show how extremely uncertain, variable 
and untrustworthy the sputum—the as a 

of pneumonia, 


Case 1,—T. M——,, thirty-eight; a fine, healthy, 
muscular man. tion of mi dle and inferior lobes of 
right lung. Ex ion considerable in quantity for six 


weeks, blended twice or thrice a day with fuls and 
tablespoonfuls of bright scarlet blood ; rest of sputum not 
rusty nor viscid, but muco- lent. "Was very ull for two 
months; returned to his employment in three months. ree 
ea have elapsed since the date of this attack; the man is 
uite well; the lungs are perfectly free from any evidence 
of tubercle, The wife and friends have never forgiven me for 
Raving said at the time of the attack he was consump- 
tive and would not recover. 

Case 2.—Mr. S——., forty, a teetotaller, a broad-chested, 
firmly-built man, a bake and d grocer. Nearly the whole of the 
right lung hepatized, For three weeks was very ill, without an, 
cough or expectoration whatever. Suddenly a cough occu 
“ Spitting” of frothy mucus followed. In two days the expec- 
toration amounted to a pint; in four days, to a quart in quan- 
tity. It now became most offensive and to the 
smell. For a month Gi and of this 
quality. It gradually ceased. In three months the man was 
quite recovered. In this case the first two stages of engorge- 
ment and red were marked by 
whatever. The that of grey 
strikingly indicated by the characteristic spu' 


Case 3.—J. W——, aged eighteen. Fine 
percussion-note ; bronchophony under left sca) 
copious, Was quite well in nine days 


Cass 4.—Mr. J——, aged forty-six. ic signs very 
clear under and around the left scapula; heat of surface ; 
cat . Was ill for fourteen days. Not the slightest 

coughed up from first to last. No dry 


itation ; dull 
3 Tusty ex- 


seventeen. 

space of the right lung 
Was ill twelve days. up 

once or twice only Gage waite 

mucus, Wo ether © 


Case 6.—W. F——,, aged thirty. 
back of the inferior lobes of the right lung. Expec- 
large quantities of characteristic rusty sputa. 

well in sixteen days. 


Cast 7.—C. M——, aged twenty-five. Pneumonia of middle 


and lower parts of the left luo 
tinct. Was ill for about a fortnight. ‘i expectoration what- 
ever during any stage. 

Case 8.—D. J——, aged twenty. ; tubular 
breathing ; bronchophony around the tem 
Recovered in seventeen days. Very a mucous ex- 
pectoration during a day or two, 


Case 9.—T. P——, aged thirty-five. Pneumonia of the 


ht | Si + audible round to the front under the right 
res coat Wend for three weeks. Nothing that could be 
called expectoration at any time. 


Case 10.—T. W——, aged twelve. Consolidation of the 
back and side of the right lung; slight pain in side; slight dry 
me no expectoration whatever. Was quite well in 


Pneumonia of the left side; 
round under the axilla. 


a a little which mucus only was tup. Saw a 
streak of blood once only, Recovered i in seventeen 


je a strong working man. Pneumonia of 
right lung extensive. Rasty sputa thrown up in copious amount 
for seven days. Recovery complete and rapid. Returned to 
work in three weeks. 

Case 13.—Master D—, a boy in school, aged 
of pneumonic very clear round night no 
pain; no expectoration whatever. Quite well in fifteen days, 

Case 14.—Capt. F fifty-five, a very stout man. 
Attended by the late Dr. De ved Fine crepita- 
tion of bases of both lungs. Percussion-note dull. Was ill a 
fortnight, when he died in a typhoid condition. Never had the 
slightest expectoration. 

CasE 15.—A. F—, aged fourteen, a boy in school. Slight 
pneumonia of right lung; no cough; spat up nothing what- 
ever. Recovered in ten days, 


upon portions of the nerve. So again ulcerations, on the lower | 
and inner part of the leg, although small, are sometimes ex- | 
— 
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mucus. Was quite well in sixteen days. 
Case 18.—Mr. L——,, a grocer, aged 
ic, Was very 


—J. W—, eighteen. side, 
toration whatever; once only a little “‘ staff” came up 
to his mouth by coughing. 

-seven. Dis- 


game season, th : i 
five only presented the su characteristic sym; the 
rusty expectoration.” In one it was bysical; in two 
only did grey hepatization take place—that is, if the peculiarly 
offensive, copious sputum is to be regarded as the ive 
sign of that stage. In twenty cases cough 

were, in truth, totally absent at every stage. In two the sputa 
were slightly tinged with blood, as is the case in slight hamo- 


5 

| 


com position e exudated 
the ultimate anatomical structure of the part affected. 
Lister has shown that the solids ani fluids mutually react u 
one another. What occurs in the fluids must affect the 3 
a change in the latter will necessarily involve the former. Dr. 
Brown-Séquard has greatly aided our inquiries by proving that 
an irritation of one part of the Smenamben ommend 
entailing disease upon a very remotely situated structure or 
organ by an influence transmitted exclusively through the 
nerves. Local disease from this time forth will be investi 


knowled 
will be to explain why Jeanl sslsare falle upon one ¢ 


ginning with the fluids, the inquiry should pass through the 
ids, to return 


nutritive activity. The liquor sanguinis is a 
i a fluid, and is vital. If it is not an amorphous, 

formless fluid, but a mass i 

be admitted that pure 


osop 8a) 

atomir in constitution, whether gaseous, fluid, or solid. 
seuting, the physiologist would remark that the forces by which 
the imaginary “‘ atoms” of a fluid are related are lower in de- 


i relations between the solids and fluids. 
Under this relation certain parts of the blood are ex- 
travasated to retention of other parts. Viewed in this 


near the exterior in any other 


an accidental result, not a necessary part 0! process. 
large vessel ruptures, a visible quantity of unmixed blood is 
poured out; if several small ones,—capillaries only,—the rusty 
tinge is uniformly mixed with the substance of the sputum. 
If no vessels at all are mechanically ruptured, no colour 
pears. The sputa are colourless, exhibiting always, caine on 
circumstances, a singular viscidity, such as is not observed in 
any other pathological product. vital 
properties ; its microscopic growths and ges occur rapidly ; 
it is capable of almost immediate resorbtion. ty 
frequently a considerable consolidation will disappear. If 
affected portion of the lung were simply in a state of ecchy- 
mosis, the entire hi would be different. As stated 


increased in frequency; the pungently heated. 
whole system, in every sense, with the local 
morbid action. If disease consisted merely of an act of 


bloodletting into the lung tissue, as supposed by Dr. 


of | such phenomena would not occur because they would be un- 


necessary, The argument held by Dr. Flint against venesec- 


Casz 16.—D. Paeumonia of right | 
signe distinatl le. Slight 
=: spata. Returned to work in three weeks. 
Case 17.—The Rev. Mr. ——, aged twenty-ei 
man. Pneumonic signs traceable clearly red sod of right 
| 
thirty-seven. t 
out any expectoration whatever. Suddenly a severe cough | 
occurred, and threw up large quantities of very offensive semi- gist 
purulent sputum; this continued for a fortnight. Was not well . 
under three months. Never had any rusty expectoration. hat 
| humoralism and solidism, as exclusive doctrines, m be 
| banished from the schools. In studying local pathological 
changes, the whole act of nutrition should be considered. Be- 
ti - — : Hughes Bennett — Dr. Beale are incomplete in this respect, 
Was that they suppose visible form, or to be indispensable 
portion of tinged, not rusty, sputam was coughed up; no other 
expectoration, but a little white mucus. 
During the winter and spring, ten other cases of this 
character get by me. The notes of each in my | mass of molecules held together by mutual attraction. 
note-book are short. They are recorded especially for the | idea of fluidity as a condition of matter must therefore be dis- 
of tracing the history of expectoration in pneumonia. | missed from the mind. Solidity is the onl sible form ! 
made. two only out of these ten cases did the distinctive 
i _ in thirty cases, twenty-six of which occurred in the 
gree, rderipg nearer on inorganic emustry , t those 
| unite into a consentient whole the component particles of a 
| formed, constructed solid. In such abstract reasoning, of 
a solid and a fluid and a gas. Bat whether a fluid be defined 
as a formless, homogeneous substance, or a mass of invisible 
imaginary molecules, it must be conceded that the complex 
and compound fluids of the animal body are vital—that is, that 
ysis. in one it was copiously intermixed With Drigit D they obey those chemical conditions (probably in a less degree 
colourless mucous sputum, sometimes a little frothy, is | than the formed solids) which constitute a If this be 
iow that the 
‘*round” or cycle of the vital processes do not initiate in the 
molecules which the microscope can demonstrate to the eye, 
but in the fuid in which the molecules arise. The act of germi- 
nation begins, in fact, at that border line which separates in- 
organic from organic chemistry. It is, therefore, undeniable 
that a pathological act, such as inflammation, involves the 
fluids as well as the solid tissue. The fluids alter in componi- 
tion ether primarily or secondarily, and thereu follows a 
| 
pneumonia, as a pathological problem, would in ve re- | light, the differences in pathological products of different struc- 
ceived a highly simplified form. To my understanding, such a | tures under inflammation admit of a satisfactory explanation. 
solution of the problem, me wis 5 ote sense, is | The product which fills the pulmonary cells in pneumonia is, 
by no means satisfactory. true pulmonary apoplexy and | undoubtedly, —. That excepted which is contained in 
unmixed pneumonia in parallel columns, and compare the dis- | vessels of the Malpighian corpuscles, the blood does not lie so 
tinguishing symptoms: is not the difference most striking? body as in the pul- 
There is scarcely asingle point of resemblance, The exudative corpuscles from the 
process constituting pneumonia is not exempt from the law 7 exudation, is only ; 
which regulates such processes in other tissues and organs. 
The diphtheric deposit is a substance whieh possesses very 
Although it comes directly 
the blood, it is very different from any of the constituent 
parts of this The pul, pleura, 
peritoneum, tunica vaginalis, when subject of inflam- 
mation, throw out products of unquestionably 
distinctive properties. The pulmonary and alimentary tracts 
of mucous membranes exhibit corresponding differences. The 
brain, liver, spleen, and kidney parenchyme afford each a 
peculiar history under the circumstances of inflammation. The 
arine in Bright’s disease is not self-coagulable. The fibrine is 
either detained in the blood or modified in quality. Transuda- 
tion from the blood, whether it occurs im a direct or indirect | by Dr. Walshe, the 1s highly byperinowc; the serum 
manner, is, in truth, tantamount to bloodletting. The serum, | milky and fatty; the sputum overcharged with chloride of 
sodium ; the urine with oxalates and triple phosphates ; the re- 
inflammations, may in be described by the free-thinker as 
blood drawn. The purulent fluid in suppuration would form a 
link in the same: chain 
Such reasoning may satisfy the mere machinist; it is v Fin 
unexplanatory to the intelligent vital pathologist. ‘The act 
inflammation, whether marked and accompanied by a small or 
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tion in this disease cannot, therefore, for a moment be admitted. 
The exudation into the lung tissue in pneumonia is an act of 
i excretion, determined by two conditions — 1, 
‘an altered composition of the blood; 2, favourable anatomical 
conditions afforded by the lung structure for secreting the ele- 
ments of a peculiar proximate principle from the blood. The 
‘condition of the general system, coexisting in time with this 
pathological act of exudation, may be either sthenic or asthenic, 
‘such as never exists under the circumstances of loss of blood. 
Swansea, Aug. 1861. 


ON A 


CASE OF RUPTURE OF THE TENDONS OF 
BOTH RECTI FEMORIS. 


By JOHN ADAMS, F.RCS, 


Rupture of the tendon of the rectus femoris is by no means 
uncommon ; it must have come under the notice of all surgeons 
of experience, and requires no special remark, But the rupture 
of the tendons of both recti is sufficiently rare to justify the 
narration of a case as illustrating some simple points of practice. 
The late Dr. Pereira, whilst descending the stairs from the 
library of the College of Surgeons, slipped, and ruptured the 
tendons of both recti. He was treated on strict anatomical 
and surgical principles, and was making a very good recovery, 
when he was suddenly seized with violent pain in his chest, 
and died in a few minutes, in consequence, as it was presumed, 
of the rupture of some large bloodvessel or of the heart itself. 
The Doctor was a large, fat, and bulky man, of great mental 
application; but he had neglected, by abstinence from exer- 
cise, the physical exertion necessary for the maintenance of 
the integrity of the muscular system. It is therefore probable 
that in his case the heart and bloodvessels had undergone some 
important deterioration by fatty degeneration, and that a 
similar condition had pervaded his muscular system generally ; 
for the injury was more especially to the recti muscles at a 
part where muscular fibre and tendon are intermixed. In 
the case, however, that I now narrate, there was no evidence 
to lead to a suspicion that the muscular system had under- 
gone the change alluded to; and the fact that the rupture 
occurred close to the insertion of the tendons into the patella, 
rather militates against this idea, for I believe that ons are 
free from this important change, and do not undergo the fatty 
— so common to the muscular system of animal life. 

y patient is a man of the age of sixty-three, remarkably 


strong and well built, and constantly habituated to a very fair 
amount of ordinary exercise. In appearance he might 


was brought to the ground at once, being under the impression 
that some one had mischievously injured him. He was im- 
mediately conveyed into the chemist’s shop, and was assured 
by the bystanders that no one had struck him. I saw him a 
few minutes after this; and at once recognised through his 
trousers the nature of his injury. He was carefully conveyed 
in a cab to his house in Portland-place, and placed in bed. I 
raised the heels upon a pillow, and, finding a perfect coaptation 
of the ruptured tendons by this simple process, I used no other 
means for maintaining the divided in apposition during 
the remainder of the treatment. Everything succeeded ad- 
mirably ; there was scarcely a line indicating the original divi- 
sion of the tendons; and, at the end of six weeks, an apparatus 
for the securing the parts was adapted by Mr. Pratt, a surgical 
machinist in Oxford-street, and my patient is now able to walk 
about his house, and to go up and down very steep stairs with 
the aid of crutches, When he first got down stairs, and whilst 
labouring under an attack of cold, we were somewhat alarmed 
by an attack of pain in his chest, attended with some 

tysis. Dr. Copland saw him with me, and assured him that 
was only a simple attack of bronchitis, attended with bleeding 
from the mucous surface of the bronchi. The result has quite 
fame the opinion and the efficacy of the treatment adopted, 

ot a vestige of this condition now remains. 

I shal] make no further remarks on the surgical part of the 
treatment of this case, except by directing attention to its 
extreme simplicity, and the consequent successful result. I 
may be permitted to express my most unqualitied opinion that, 
in all cases anal to the t, position alone will effect 
all that is desi that bo fur 
do an infinity of mischief. 

Bat there is another interesting point connected with this 
case. I mean the appliance by which the patient was enabled 
to raise himself in his bed for a variety of necessary operations ; 
and I append a drawing and description of this, which answ 
so effectually, and was attended with so much comfort to him- 
self during his indisposition. This was an invention of his 
own, and was manufactured at his own extensive iron-works. 
It can be made by any machinist, and may be adapted to the 
raising of patients contined to their beds by broken thighs, &c., 
and only requires that a beam of wood should be found in the 
ceiling of the room, into which it may be screwed. It is in- 
finitely superior to the common rope and handle, which I had 
advised immediately that my patient was placed in bed. 

St. Helen’s-place, Sept. 1861. 


Drawing of an Apparatus for raising and lowering an Invalid in Bed for many necessary purposes 
by himself, or with help of others if needful. 


A, A }-in. iron rod, with ordinary hook at upper of length 

according to the height of room. -~“ 

B. An eye-bolt screwed into joist of ceiling. 

C. A hollow tube attached to rod to house a screw. 

D, A nut attached to tube, with a small check screw to 
the long screw from moving when in position, as may be 
required. 

E. A good engine-cut screw working in nut, and rivetted at 

me internally to prevent running out, 

F. le for the patient to move himself by, and to raise the 
screw up and down at pleasure. 

G. A swivel ring below the handle at bottom of screw, into 
which the body-band hooks, 


HA -band of leather or webbing, or other good 
or not. It is recommended that the cent 


ent 
length, notched at both 
lied under the books at top of band. 
wo hooks with long eyes at ends of band. 
ceiling will admit it, is pro a notched 
be used instead of the at 


up or down in the bed at pleasure, 


reasonably have been thought to represent age 
rather than that of sixty-three. He had been subjected of late 
to no especial disease requiring any remark. On the 11th of 
| May he was standing at a chemist’s door, to 
him kome, when, without any slip or stumble, he felt as if a 
| bar of iron had struck him across and above the knees, and he 
| 
SURGEON TO THE LONDON HOSPITAL. 
ateri: 
about a foot should be stiffened by wood un¢ 
| ds, 
IL 
shift the rod towards the head or foot of ~ pe | 
| 
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FRACTURE OF THE FEMOR, TIBIA, AND 
FIBULA, WITH RUPTURE OF THE 
POSTERIOR TIBIAL ARTERY. 


REPORT OF THE CASE OF JAMES BENNETT, WHICH FORMED THE 
SUBJECT OF TWO ACTIONS FOR LIBEL, TRIED AT DERBY, 
JULY 297TH, 1861. 


By C. BLACK, M.D. (Loxp.), M.R.C.P.L., F.R.C.S., 
CORRESPONDING FELLOW OF THE IMPERIAL SOCIETY OF 
PHYSICIANS OF VIENNA, ETC. 


Tue case which I am about to narrate is interesting in two 
particulars: firstly, from its being of extremely rare occur- 
rence ; and secondly, from its having formed the subject-matter 
of a libel, 

That the profession may fully comprehend the merits of the 
@ase, I shall detail the chon Bow it as they occurred from 
day to day, and shall make a somewhat free use of the notes 

en by Mr. Jones, under whose especial care the case was 


James Bennett, railwa: 


six yards from his , seriously injured. His companion, 
the fireman, was killed on the spot. Bennett was immediately 
taken to the Chesterfield Hospital, where, shortly afterwards, 
he was seen first by me, and subsequently by Mr. Jones, who 
was the surgeon of the week. On entering the ward I found 
the patient in the act of being undressed. I waited until his 
trousers had been lowered to his knees. I then saw that there 
was a fracture of the lower third of the right thigh; and having 
ascertained that there was no wound, and uently no 
hemorrhage requiring my immediate attention, I did not inter- 
fere with the patient, but left the examination and manage- 
ment of the case to Mr. Jones, who had already been sum- 
moned. Very shortly afterwards Mr. Jones arrived, i 
very carefully the right lower extremity th t, and de- 
tected only a simple ‘‘ comminuted fracture of the right thigh.” 
Whilst engaged in manipulating the leg below the knee, the 
patient repeatedly exclaimed, ‘‘ I am hurt in my thigh.” 
At this time there was, according to the statement of Mr. 
Jones, no distortion of the leg, no unnatural mobility, no sign 
whatever of crepitus, no swelling, no discoloration—not even 
the least abrasion—of the skin. The long splint was applied, 
and the patient was left a few minutes after ten o’clock a.m. 
At half-past two p.m. Mr. Gisborne, of Derby, to the 
Midland Railway Company, called on me, under impres- 
sion, as he said, that Bennett was under my care, and requested 
to be allowed to see him. On telling him that Bennett was 
under the care of Mr. Jones, he replied that, as he wished to 
return early to Derby, and as he should not have time to wait 
the arrival of Mr. Jones, he would trouble me to accompany 
him to the hospital. I did so; saw the patient with him; and 
heard him remark, as he passed his hand down the splintered 
limb, that it lay in ‘‘ very good position for a thigh.” 
the follow 24th, by 
e following morning, June I was requested 
Mr. Jones to see the case with him. When I reached the 


**T have examined the leg very carefully, and I can no 
fracture.” In answer to a farther question from me, as to the 


i - dressing was 
which was surrounded by bottles of hot ; an t 


pressed 
: | of the ee Oe upon rupture of the } 
iate 


It was agreed that Mr. Jones should watch the case for several 
daye, to see whether the anterior tibial artery, which was 
known to be uninjured, would maintain the vitality of the limb. 

At seven o’clock p.m., June 24th, Mr. Jones, who saw the 
case alone, made the following entry in the Medical Report- 
Book :—‘** Leg looks somewhat better. To continue the appli- 
cation of warm water, and to have an ounce of castor oil in an 


ring y ever, the 

This induced Me. Jones to ask 
r, Smith and me to see the case with him at nine o'clock i 


in 
the eveni We met at that hour, and examined the leg 
together. limb was still greatly swollen from the knee to 
the toes; the latter were quite cold; the temperature of the re- 
mainder of the foot and of the lower part of the leg was below 


rE 


ration pulse, no delirium, no apparent x 

previous diagnosis of rupture oes ee artery 
was confirmed by all, and the question of immediate amputa- 
tion arose. Mr. Jones and I the of this 


ceeding; Mr. Smith dissented. It was, however, agreed 

a consultation should be called for eleven o'clock that nigh’ 

take into consideration the question of immediate amputation. 

In the free ware made into the 
; was enve in a warm onan 

i fi beef-tea 


condition of the stump; Mr. Walker, because he 
ought that the ior tibial was not ru 

was as yet too early to remove the limb; whilst Mr. Jones and 
I urged immediate amputation for the reasons, that the poste- 
rior tibial artery was ruptured, that there was in consequence 


the leg was impeding circulation th 


the anterior tibial, which had now d itself unable to 


maintain the vitality of the limb. Thus divided in opinion, 
amputation could not, according to the custom which had been 
established at the hospital, be iormed. The —, 
therefore, stood over until eight o’clock the next morning, 

the treatment adopted at nine the same evening was confirmed. 
An addition, however, was made to the quantity of wine, of 
which two ounces, instead of one ounce, were ordered to be 


limb together. The 


of treatment which had been pursued 
was made known to Mr. Gisborn nt made 
the 


with the object of the consultation held at eleven 
immediate amputation should be performed were fully lai 


before him. To our ex opinion that the mortification 

and its im consequences he replied—*‘ I don’t concur 
with you in that opinion. | have seen many railway accidents, 
and I have found the accident itself often produces death 


castor oil was given; and the patient was ordered diet. 


of a part by the direct shock which it gives to it.” Admitting 


‘ollowing powder: Opium powder, a grain and a quarter; 
grain.” 
who reported as follows :— 
—— Jane 25th.—‘‘ Has had a good night. Bowels have been 
bg gee) 9 On the whole is not worse.” 
26th.—‘* Has passed a comfortable night. To continue his 
aced, 
ny ine driver, was admitted June é natural standard ; there was great discoloration Of the skin, 
23rd, 1858, into the Chesterfield Hospital, under the care of | particular! 
Mr. Jones. About three-quarters of a mile from Chesterfield | the leg fel 
his engine had run off the Midland Railway, and was precipi- 
tated down an embankment twenty feet high. When found, | 
Bennett was lying at the bottom of the embankment, about 
|; Ounce Of wine every second or thir our were orde 3 
| the following mixture was prescribed :—Disulphate of quinine, 
six grains; dilute sulphuric acid, forty minims; tincture of 
opium, half a drachm; water to six ounces: one ounce to be 
taken every two hours. At eleven o'clock P.M. a consultation 
was held. There were present Messrs, Jones, Smith, Walker, 
and myself. The limb was examined, and the question of 
amputation was subsequently proposed. We were equally 
divided in opinion, Mr. Smith objecting to amputation on the 
"| ground that ‘‘ in the then excited condition of the limb” such 
| a step would, in his opinion, be followed immediately by a 
a diminished supply of blood to the limb, ; that ; pressure 
| of extravasated blood upon the small vessels and capillaries of 
pital the splint an ndages en removed, an | given every second hour. 
limb lay upon a pillow. It was now very much swollen from At eight o'clock a.m, June 25th, Messrs. Jones, Smith, 
the knee downwards ; the toes were cold ; the instep and lower | Walker, and 7 met in consultation. The patient 
part of the leg were of lower temperature than natural; the gee os le night,” and was, in the words of 
skin presented patches of livid discoloration, particularly about | Mr. Jones’s report, ‘‘on the whole much the same.” The 
the lower part of the calf; and several bullw had arisen on the question of amputation was in deferred, and the treatment : 
, dorsum of the foot and lower part of the leg. I asked Mr. ape rapiedaw guvmpetrwde. 
Jones whether there was any fracture of the leg. He replied At half-past two p.m. Mr. Gisborne arrived from Derby, and 
a met Mr, Jones and myself in consultation. We examined the 
the leg he felt the popliteal and the dorsal artery of the foot, | 
e leg he e popli an e do artery of the foot, 
but that he did not feel the posterior tibial. I placed my | 
finger, as is my invariable custom in fractures of the leg, upon 
the posterior tibial and dorsal arteries, but I could not th 
pulsation of either. The diagnosis at which we arrived was 
probable rupture of the posterior tibial artery. The foot was no 
wra 
leg, 
of 
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the general truth of this remark, but dissenting from it in this 
instance, I replied, ‘‘ Well, what think you of am- 
putation?’ His answer was, “Not yet; if it should get 
‘worse it off! He suggested that the incisions should 
, and that the treatment hitherto pursued should be 
continued. As yet there was no indication of disturbance in 
the general system. 

At half-past eight p.m. another consultation was held, at 
which Messrs. Jones and Walker, Dr. England (for the first 
time), and myself were present. There was no appreciable 
alteration in the patient. The previous treatment was con- 
tinued, and two grains of opium and the same quantity of 
calomel were ordered to be given at bed-time. 

June 29th.—At half-past nine a.m. the patient was again 
seen in consultation by Messrs. Jones, Walker, and myself. 
He had passed a ‘‘ bad night,” and for the first time the gene- 
ral system gave evidence of its being influenced by the con- 
dition of the injured limb. The pulse ranged from 112 to 116, 
the head was hot, there was a degree of anxiety and restless- 
ness depicted in his countenance, the tinge of the skin had 
become somewhat sallow, and the appetite had failed. The 
previous treatment was continued, a grain of opium and two 
Se lotion was ordered 


At forty-five minutes past eleven a.m. Mr. Jones was “‘ sum- 
moned to come immediately by the matron—found him restless, 
and was told that he had spoken incoherently.” 

At half-past one p.m. another consultation was held, and 
sean at five p.m. There were present at the latter consulta- 
Messrs. Jones, Walker, Smith, Gisborne (of Derby), and 
The question again arose, as it had arisen at previous 
consultations—Was there any fracture of the leg? Mr. Jones 
repeated his previous statement, that on admission of the 
patient he examined the leg carefully for fracture, but that he 
could not detect one. Mr. Gisborne now manipulated the 
and after doing so he laid it down, saying that he could not 
find a fracture. Again the question of amputation arose, and 
again were opinions divided as before. The previous treatment 
‘was continued, with the subrtitution of the following mixture 
for that — quinine: one scruple of sesquicarbonate of 
ammonia, three drachms of compound tincture of cinchona, 
and decoction of cinchons to six ounces; one ounce to be taken 
every third hour. 

June 30th.—A bout half-past nine a.m. the case was seen by 
Walker, and myself, Mr. absent 
from indisposition. patient was reported to have ‘‘ passed 
a good night,” and he certainly a in a somewhat im- 

b, in which mortification 
was 


** What's this?’ We examined the spot, 


slightly projecting 
jomt, and exclai 

and discovered that the tibia had suffered a simple transverse 
—— It manifested itself by a slight tilting forwards of 


sa evious evening ; and by the 
sinking of the foot the level of the seat of fracture, which 
thusallowed the weight of the limb to bear upon the broken point. 
The detection of this fracture did not, in the slightest de- 

; influence the plan of treatment which was being pursued. 
Rething i this was altered. From this time until the 
uly, the patient had the benefit of four consultations, 

which ‘some of Mr. Jones's colleagues, with Mr. Gisborne on 
one occasion, attended. The patient, however, became grada- 
ally worse from day to day; and, on the 2nd of July, it was 
evident’ to-all that immediate amputation offered the only 
chanee of saving life. The operation was no longer o 
— Messrs. Walker and Smith,—and 


our r. Gis- 
borne-was, as he had taken so 


As there had been considerable difference of opinion as to 
of the the morti- 
fication, it was agreed to examine the limb immediately after 
amputation. This was done by Mr. Smith, in whose words I 
give the gees which were found :— 

‘*The thick muscular portion of the gastrocnemius and 
soleus muscles was much crushed and disintegrated, and the 
surrounding tissues were full of effused blood. Around their 


from above 
The in 


its upper 
and the ends of bone were not displ 

fractured some distance below, nearly three inches; the frae- 
ture of the latter bone was oblique. As there was ample cause 
to account for the gangrene in the condition of things below 
the knee, the thigh was not examined.” 

The dissection of the amputated limb confirmed the diagnosis 
at which Mr. Jones and I arrived at a very early stage of the 
case, and in which Mr. Smith agreed, in his first consultation 
with us—namely, that the mortification of the limb depended 
upon rupture of the posterior tibial artery and its immediate 

It will be remembered that neither Mr. Gis- 
borne nor Mr. Walker coincided in this view; the former re- 
ferring death of the tissues to the “‘ direct shock” of the acci- 
dent,—the latter merely es the opinion of 
tured artery. That nothing may be left in doubt upon 
point, I quote the words of Mr. Gisborne, as given in his de- 
position before the Coroner, before whom all the » con- 
nected with the case gave evidence. Speaking of the appear- 
ances of the on June 28th, Mr. Gis! says :—“‘ I again 
inquired as to state of the leg, and Mr. Jones told me it 
was free from any manifestation of injury, and that he and Dr. 
Black rather attributed the state of the limb to the fractured 

ions of the thigh, which might have injured the itea} 

vessels, I thought otherwise, but I recomm = 
sistence in the treatment adopted,” &c. Mr. Gisborne 
admits our view of the rupture of the bloodvessels, but he refers 
our statement to the popliteal instead of the posterior tibial. 
In this particular he is clearly mistaken, because I had Mr. 
Jones's assurance, on the second morning after the accid 
that he, on the admission of the patient, awe Snes 
and dorsal artery of the foot. ow, had bead! ~ ae been 
ruptured, the dorsal artery could not have been felt ; therefore, 
knowing that both the popliteal and dorsal arteries were entire, 
we could uot refer the appearances of the leg to injury of the 
former vessel. 

It must, then, be admitted as proved, that Messrs. J 
Smith, and myself diagnosed rupture of the posterior 
artery. 


(To be concluded.) 
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ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL. 

SACCULAR EXPANSION OF THE INTERNAL SAPHENA VEIN, 
WITH A NARROW PEDICULAR ATTACHMENT; REMOVAL. 
(Under the care of Mr, Ure.) 

Dizaration of a vein with the formation of a distinct pouch 


like an aneurism is rarely met with in surgical practice. It is 
not] unusual to see varicose veins]sacculated with a series of 
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broken-down débris there was an attempt to set up suppura- 
| tive action, and traces of pus might be detected mixed up with 
| the decomposed tissues. The posterior tilial artery was lace- 
rated and torn for upwards of two inches, The vene comites 
| were also ruptured. ‘he portion of the artery injured extended 
an origin of the peronal to some distance below it. 

uscular fascia was torn, and the deep muscles of the 

leg but slightly injured. The posterior tibial nerve, the inter- 
| osseous ligament, and the anterior tibial artery were entire, 
| The tibia was transversely fractured about two inches below 

now reduced in size, owing to copious discharge from the 

incisions which had previously been made into it, and to | 

the breaking down and liquefaction of the tissues of the leg. | 

During our examination Mr. Walker placed his finger upon a 

brou about by the reduction of the swelling and tension ee nee 

which existed in the first instance; by the destruction of the ¢ 

soft tissues in the immediate = ees of the fracture ; 

by the’probable disintegration of the organic matrix of the 

bone at its broken ends; by the manipulation to which the 

ment, summoned by telegraph to come and give his opinion. 

At half-past two p.m. he arrived, examined the patient, and 

declared amputation to be imperative. At three p.m. the am- 

Putation was skilfully performed by Mr. Jones, Mr. Gisborne 

controlling the artery in the thigh. A few ounces of blood 


—— 


ER 
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smal] pouch-like dilatations, but these are very different from 
the anenrism-like pouch which i comes under ob- 
servation. Rokitansky has remarked that when a distinct 
lateral sinuosity occurs at a circumscribed a true variz is 
formed. It is a saccular expansion, which either lies with a 
broad base upon the vein or is connected with the vessel by a 
neck or pedicle, in either case communicating with the interior 
by a wide or narrow opening, An instance of the kind, in 
which there existed a venous tumour with a small neck-like 
attachment, recently occurred in the above hospital. ‘The 


“In large varices, — ch nected 
aneurisms. 


calibre of the vein by a newly-formed inner venous coat, in- 
vesting the last-formed stratum of fibrin; or they become 
from the vessel by a ongation of their pedicle, 

and a closure of its calibre. In latter case they d te 
into fibroid a In Mr. Ure’s patient the pedicle was 
pervious, and the coagulum was not stratified, but decolorized. 
Mary P——, aged sixty-seven, washerwoman, was admitted 
on the 26th of January last with a venous tumour on the inner 
side of the right knee, immediately over the inner condyle of 
the femur, with the vein by a constricted or neck- 
like base. It was about the size of a pigeon’s egg, of a solid 
feel, and interfered somewhat with the movements of the limb. 
It ‘was of twenty years’ standing, and formed without any 
traceable cause. On the 27th, the day after admission, Mr. 
Ure removed it, by dissecting it out from its base throngh an 
elliptical incision. The edges of the wound were retained in 
contact by sutures. The wound healed readily, and the patient 
left the hospital cured on the 11th of February. 
of partialle tumour, it was found to consist 
* y i inous coagulum, within a pouch 
formed by a sacculated dilatation of the vein. 


UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 
FRACTURE OF THE RIBS AND BOTH CLAVICLES FROM A 
SQUEEZE; RECOVERY BY REST ALONE, 

(Under the care of Mr. Errcusen,) 


Ly the following case, considering the nature and severity of 
the injury, it is remarkable that no pneumothorax or hemo- 
thorax supervened; nor was there any pneumonia, a circum- 
stance which was attributed to the youth and good constitution 
of the patient. There was, however, a little emphysema. 
Recovery has taken place by the employment of rest alone, 
but the lateral flattening of the chest still remains, and is likely 
to become a permanent deformity. The notes of the case were 
furnished by Mr. J. B. Lyon, house-surgeon to the hospital. 

G D——, aged twenty, railway servant, was admitted 
on the 53rd of July last. In crossing the line, about four P.M. 
on the day of admission, he had to pass between the buffers of 
a heavily-laden goods train, which was being coupled, when, 
through the second pair, the engine 

ked, and he was caught between them; the one buffer 
striking him just below the true ribs on the left side, and the 
other immediately under the right arm. He called out, and 
endeavoured to extricate himeclf with his arms, and then lost 


bros theve-q 
en brought to the hospital, about uarters of an 
hour after the accident, he was pale and collapsed, but had re- 
covered sensibility; his pulse was weak, and respiration hurried 
and shallow, and accompanied with great pain. On examina- 
tion, the right true ribs, from the second to the seventh inclu- 
sive, were to be fractured near their sternal extremities, 
the outer fragments Projecting upwards and forwards over the 
inner. The eighth, ninth, and tenth ribs on the left side were 
also broken near their cartilages, but not much displaced. 
Both clavicles were broken, the right about its middle and the 
left in its outer third. The whole of the right side of the chest 
appeared to be flattened, and there was some slight emphy- 
sema over the projecting fragments of the ribs on the right 
side. There was neither cough nor hemoptysis, but the re- 
audible on the left than on 
ight side. not bear a bandage round his chest, 
by its pressure on the projecting 


fragments. said he felt better ; his 
breathing was d and less hurried, there was more respira- 
tion going on in’ the right lung, and he had almost recovered 
from the shock. 


now almost normal; no cou 

From this time the patient gradually improved without any 
bad symptom, and is now (Aug. 17th) almost well, and walking 
about the ward ; there is still, however, iderable 
of the right side of the chest. There was no treatment a 
for the fracture beyoud keeping the patient in a horizontal 
position in bed for about three weeks. 


ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL. 


LARGE ENCYSTED URINARY CALCULUS IN A PRIMIPARA, 
PROBABLY INDUCING PREMATURE LABOUR; ORANIO- 
‘TOMY; DEATH BY METRO-PERITONITIS. 

(Under the care of Dr. Cockuz.) 

Tumovrs in the cavity of the pelvis give rise to lingering 
labour, and, according to their nature and- extent, seriously 
impede parturition. They include dropsical or cancerous 
ovaria, polypi, glandular tumours, abscesses, exostoses of the — 
pelvic bones, a distended bladder, and, lastly, calculus. in. the 
bladder. It is a singular circumstance, that this last condition 
is wholly overlooked by many obstetric writers, and yet in 
importance it is not inferior to the others; it forms a serious 
obstacle to the passage of the fetal head, unless it be. dis- 
covered in time, and.pushed.aside. When, however, 
cannot be done, no other course presents itself than the ope- 
ration of lithotomy, or the: performance of craniotomy. The 
latter is the preferable ing when the evidence is clear 
of the death of the In following case craniotomy 
was ad ; but the patient’s general health was so bad. that 
the result was death from metro-peritonitis. The bladder con- 
tained am encysted calculas of large size, which it is but rea- 
sonable to infer was the cause of the laboar from the 


The notes of this interesting case were furnished by Mr. J. D. 
Hill, house-surgeon to the hospital. » 
Ellen M—— , aged twenty-one years. unmarried, by occupa- 
tion a milliner, was admitted on the 19th of July last, havmg 
been an out-patient at the Hospital for Women in Soho-square 
until June 12th. She has suffered from occasional difficulty in 
micturition and irritability of the urinary organs from child- 
hood. During the last twelve months the bowels have been 
unusually sluggish. She stated that she had not menstruated 
for twelve months, also that she was subject to hysterical 
attacks. 
On admission the patient was suffering from extreme pain in 
the loins and tenderness of the abdomen, with an anxious, 
countenance and small pulse, and nent desire to pass 
urine, There was marked enlargement of the abdomen, which, 
according to her statement, had varied in size from time to 
time during the last twelve or fourteen months. There. was 
moderate fulness of the breasts, and slight discolorativn of the 
areole, The suggestion of pregnancy was met by a most 
itive denial of even the possibility of such a condition both 
the patient and her friends, whose position in life was very 
U the of this statement, and from 
her she was admitted into the hospital. 
The abdominal e t was now carefully examined ; it 
corresponded to a period of pregnancy of about the seventh 
month, or rather more, and resembled in outline that of the 
gravid uterus, On applying the to the left side of 
the umbilical region, three distinct sounds could be heard— 
first, that of the abdominal aorta, at the rate of 72 pulsations 
per minute (after every fourth beat there was an interval of 
about two beats, which corresponded with a pause in the heart’s 
sounds); second, the fotal heart, beating at the rate of 145 
per minute ; and, lastly, the so-called placental bruit. In ad- 
dition to perfect repose, a simple enema was ordered, and some 
anti ics to relieve the nervous excitement. 
July 20th.—Passed a good night; bowels relieved; bladder 
acts with less distress than heretofore. 
21st.—General health improved. 


* Pathological Anatomy, vol, iv, 


The progress was satisfactory until the evening of the 22nd. 


| 
arose, any cause, twenty years | 
fore, and, when removed, the growth was found to contain an 
old coagulum of fibrin. With regard to the latter, Rokitansk aE RT. 
| | 
irritation must have produced. nip 
performed on two or three occasions, a large calculus re- 
labour. 
rom 
se 
VELN, 
VAL. 
pouch 
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Restlessness, and other obvious symptoms of approaching 
labour, now supervened. The ient passed a “bad night, 
and in the morning complained of urgent desire for, and great 
difficulty in, ing urine. On vaginal examination, a tumour, 
the size of a hen’s egg, was felt in the neighbourhood of the 
neck of the bladder. ‘This tumour was very hard, and perfectly 
immovable. As there was some history of a former injury to 
the pelvis, it was imagined that an exostosis might exist, but 
this opinion was abandoned on finding that the tumour had 
only occupied its present position since the rupture of the mem- 
branes--a point particularly determined. ‘The foetal head pre- 
sented immediately above and behind the tumour. On attempt- 
ing to introduce the catheter, the course of the urethra seemed 
altered. The instrument apparently struck on some hard sub- 
stance, but could not be passed into the bladder. As this 

had acted a short time before, it was deemed advisable to avoid 
for a time further interference. During the course of the after- 
noon, Dr. Cockle examined the abdomen at intervals, and was 


that the sounds of the fetal heart had definitely 
It was therefore should further difficulties 


arise, that the head should be without — 

About midnight Mr. Hill was summoned, and finding the 
anguish extreme, the pressure of the head vainly attempting to 
advance upon the tumour, which had become more prominent 
. than ever; the bladder distended, and the general symptoms 
most threatening, at once had recourse to craniotomy. The 
operation was most easily effected. The calculus was pushed 
back as carefully as possible into the bladder. ‘the urine 
gushed out, and labour was terminated without further diffi- 
culty. It was, however, soon obvious that no attempt at rally- 
ing was oz © occur, probably from the severe mental and 
= to which the patient had been submitted. The 

der did not recover its power of retention, and the motions 
involuntarily. In about forty-eight hours great col- 

was evident. Vomiting neon, tm and the abdomen 
began to meteorize, but without any marked pain; the pulse 
numbered 125; the breathing was quick and hurried; lochia 


highly offensive. These symptoms gradually increasing, death | paren 
occurred on the 29th. 


Autopsy.—General peritonitis existed. A large amount of 
Fo om nt exudation was contained in the peritoneal sac. 
The der was contracted and hy phied, and contained 
the calculus which had been encysted at its neck. The bed of 
the cyst was perfectly defined. A narrow strap, or band of 
muscular tissue, stretched across the calculus, retaining it in 
its bed, but which had given way, y in pressing the 
calculus into the bladder to facilitate delivery. The uterus was 
large and congested; its lining membrane throughout was in a 
sloughy condition. 


QUEEN ADELAIDE'S DISPENSARY. 


COLLOID CANCER OF THE PERITONEUM; FATAL RESULT; 
AUTOPSY. 


(Under the care of Mr. T. J. WoopHovse.) 


Cc. B—., a German Jew, aged sixty-four, was seen at 
his home, Cambridge-heath, on the 15th of February, 1861. 
He was extremely emaciated, and of a most cachectic appear- 
ance. He stated that his illness began four weeks ago with 
pains in the abdomen, back, and legs, without fever. His 
bowels had been, he said, habitually costive; the motions 
small and lumpy. He once passed eight days without any 
evacuation from the bowels. From the commencement of his 
complaint—a month ago—he noticed that his abdomen began 
to swell; it was greatly distended, and universally dull on 
percussion ; fluctuation most distinct, and readily communi- 
cated from one side to the other. There was no abdominal 
tenderness when he was examined, although there had been at 
first. He thought the abdomen had become larger during the 
last fortnight. The parietes were tense. There were no en- 
larged veins upon the surface. There was no evidence of the 
liver i the cavity of the thorax, the chest 
being resonant on both sides as down as the lower riba 
The th and heart-sounds were natural. He had always 
been moderate as to drink. There was no anasarca anywhere. 
The urine was very scanty—about six ounces in the twenty- 
four hours—and loaded with urates; it contained no albumen. 
8 at any time referable to renal disease, 


There were no sym 
jaundice, pain in the right hypochon- 


He never suffered 


drium, or right shoulder. The most distressing symptom ap- 
peared to be vomiting, which occurred whenever anything was 
taken into the stomach—and indeed without. Tongue 
except at the apex, and tolerably moist ; skin cool ; pulse 
very weak. He had no appetite, as might be ex 
was worn out from want of sleep and from his inability to take 
nourishment. The bowels had not been opened for five days. 

Feb, 16th.—Bowels opened once, scantily; vomiting the 
same ; cannot keep the medicine down. 

It is scarcely worth while to go into the treatment from 
today. The object aimed at was to get the bowels to act 
to check the vomiting, and for this purpose a number of means 
were tried, including enemas of warm water and purgatives, 
and by the mouth seidlitz powders with hydrocyanic acid,— 
but without avail. He took half a grain of acetate of morphia 
occasionally, which gave him a few hours’ sleep, and refreshed. 
him a little, but the sickness remained the same. The oxalate 
of cerium was tried, as recently recommended, but with the 
same unsuccess, The last thing the patient took was chloro- 
form in ten-minim doses, but he sank lower and lower—dyi 
1861. 

The diagnosis arrived at was obstruction of some part of the 
this hinged the chief interest of the case. patient was 
seen by Mr. Lane, one of the honorary surgeons, between 
whom and Mr. Woodhouse an argument arose: one inclining to 
the belief that the stricture was in the large intestine, from 
the history of small and lumpy motions; the other, from the 
extreme scantiness of urine, and the absence of all stercoraceous 
odour in the matters vomited, believing the obstruction to be 
in the duodenum or thereabouts, The post-mortem examina- 
tion showed both to be right. 

Autopsy.—About three gallons of sanguineous serum were 
removed the cavity of the abdomen. The surface of the 

itoneum was universally covered with elevations of a yel- 
t. They varied in size from that of a tare to patches 
of several inches in area. On the right side, resting agai 


e omentum was conv: 


fluid feces. The large intestine below this to the rectum was 
contracted and empty. Small intestines healthy and empty. 
The lesser omentum was thickened by a deposit similar to that 
found in the . Stomach: mucous membrane dark, soft- 
y i with bile, but without any deposit in its coats 
or ulceration. The pylorus was thicke and constricted 80 
that it would barely admit a director. The disease appeared 
to have commenced on the peritoneal surface, the mucous mem- 
brane of the two strictured poriions not being much affected. 
A portion of the omentum was placed in St, Thomas’s Hospital 
museum, and Dr. Bristowe, who examined it, stated it to be 
colloid cancer. 


Provincial Hospital Reports. 


LIVERPOOL NORTHERN HOSPITAL. 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM, WITH PERICARDITIS; TREATMENT BY 
OPIUM AND STIMULANTS; RECOVERY. 


(Under the care of Dr. WarERrs. ) 


Tuomas S——, aged seventeen, was admitted April 23rd, 
1861. This patient has been the subject of five separate 
attacks of rheumatic fever during the past eighteen months. 
On one occasion his chest was affected. About five days 
before admission he was seized with pain over the hip and 
arms, Two days subsequently he felt pain at his heart; the 
latter pain has been increasing. He complains of pain in the 
knees and hands, over the region of the heart and epigastrium 
on pressure, and in the left side when he takes a deep breath. 
The respiration is thoracic; the skin moderately cool. The 
lungs are resonant, but there is slightly increased extent of 
dulness in the cardiac region, with increased impulse of the 
heart ; the impulse is felt below and to the left of the left 


i 
] 
‘ 
‘ 


| 
into a solid cake, of a hard, fat-coloured character. The trane~ 
verse colon was constricted in its centre by the deposit of this 
hard, gristly material, but it was pervious to a small extent. 
On both sides of this constriction was a small amount of semi- 
| 
| 
i 
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ave There is a loud systolic murmur heard at the apex 
base of the heart and in the direction of the right clavicle. 
Pulse very small, 100. He was ordered beef-tea, one grain of 

opium three times a day, and three ounces of brandy 


24th.—Symptoms the same. 
of bicarbonate of potash and one drachm of tincture of opium 
water; an ounce of the mixture to be taken 
every fourth hour, 


25th.—Sick several times during the night, but feels better 
this morning; no sleep; has less pain; pulse 84, small, regu- 
lar ; less pain on pressure over the cardiac region and epi 
trium ; double rasping friction-sound heard all over the 
To have three grains of calomel and one grain of opium im- 
mediately ; also extra milk and four ounces of port wine. 
26th.—Vomited four times during the night; pulse 84; 
ly a cantharides plaster over the region heart. 
27th.—Pulse 80; irations 20; slept better; no more 
sickness ; friction sound not so loud; profuse acid perspira- 
tions; takes his food. Ordered six ounces of wine. 
thoes good ; friction-sound faint 
y ist. —Sl well; appetite ; fricti int ; 
there is a teed ede with the first sound ; second sound 
clear; rhonchi over the right lung. To take the opium at 
night only. Ordered a saline mixture, with carbonate of am- 
monia and squills, 
3rd.—Friction-sound inaudible ; i i 
6th. —The rheumatic and acute iac symptoms have dis- 
, but he is suffering from an attack of bronchitis. 
nder the influence of a stimulating and tonic treatment, 
with diet, he steadily recovered from his bronchitic 
attack, but was kept in the ital for some time, the physical 
and general symptoms being of valvular disease of the 
heart, with hypertrophy. 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM, WITH PERICARDITIS AND PLEURISY ; 
TREATMENT BY OPIUM AND STIMULANTS; RECOVERY. 


(Under the care of Dr. Warers.) 


Edward F——, aged forty-two, a Frenchman, by trade a 
ship’s carpenter, was admitted March 27th, 1861. He left 
New York aboat three weeks ago, and has been more or less 
ill with rheumatism ever since. He continued at work, how- 
ever, up to five days ago, when he had so much pain in his 
limbs, attended with fever, that he was obliged to take to his 


pressure 
over the cardiac nor in epi rium. A loud in 


heard, but are some pleuritic fric- 
ible on the left side. Pressure over the heart 
bring out the friction-sound. Six leeches to be applied 
left side ; to take three grains of calomel and one of 


if 
i 


.—Better night; has no pain in the chest, except on d 
neni. Pulse 84; respirations 32. There is lees scaliear 


8th.—Chop diet, To omit wine the following day. 
_ 16th.—Greatly improved, but complains of pain in the left 
side when he moves. Blister applied to the part. 
18th.—Pain in side relieved, but complains of pain again in 
the joints. Iodide of potassinm, three grains ; Dover's powder, 
three grains ; water, one ounce: to be taken every four hours, 
25th. —Discharged cured. 


and Hotices of Pooks. 


Lectures on the Diseases of the Kidneys generally known as 
** Bright's Disease” and Dropsy. By 8. J. GoopreLLow, 
M.D. Lond., Physician to the Middlesex Hospital, &c. 
pp. 308. London: Hardwicke. 


A MARKED character of these Lectures is the attempt made 
in them to offer physiologic and pathologic reasons of a definite 
nature for the whole series of clinical ph met with in 
the different varieties of kidney disease, accompanied in some 
part of their course by the presence of albumen in the urine. 
To the student who desires to know what possible or pre- 
sumable explanations can at present be suggested of the origin 
of the various units in the complex series of morbid states 
therein included, Dr. Goodfellow’s work may be recommended, 
provided such recommendation be accompanied by a caution. 
This caveat is, that, although the work contains much that is 
probable and ingenious, it inclines to more that is unproven 
and far-fetched. Whilst it forms a useful résumé of the chemico- 
physiologic investigations with which modern science has en- 
riched a particular department of medicine, we cannot help 
feeling that its explanations and illustrations are often so 
happy as to give rise to grave doubts of their permanent sta- 
bility. If we could but get a few more lectures upon other 
diseases—as those of the heart, lungs, brain, &c.—carried out 
upon like principles and with the same credulous enthusiasm 
as vivify these upon diseases of the kidney, medicine would 
appear as a science to-morrow. Chemistry, physiology, and 
pathology are here mads to be so pressing in their offers to 
render ready reasons for the faith which is in us, that it appears 
to be the height of scepticism and of recusancy for us to delay 
any longer in initiating a Novum Organon in the science of 
medicine at least, if not in the ars medendi. But we are less 
enthusiastic than Dr. Goodfellow in thus hoping to explain 
everything in so facilea manner. It is true that we are some- 
what chary of the value of suppositions in scientific matters ; 
and thus, as regards medicine, we are often obliged to rest satis- 
fied with our experience of it as an art, rather than to boast of 
its predicative or scientific character. Not so with our author, 
who is of a different way of thinking, and who supposes a great 
deal :— 


throu 
(pp. 172, 173, 174.) 
We meet in these Lectures with far too much reasoning of 


the following kind for our taste :— 
“Is it unlikely that what occurs in so ees | parts should 
take place in the kidneys also?...... If we could observe what 


our daily experience...... 137. 
p. 139.) 


But we cannot make choice amongst the “‘i's ;” we are be- 
wildered by them. Currents and polar forces, chemical affini- 
ties and intensified actions, fibrillation of exudates, and hyper- 
trophy of matrices, together with plenty of chemical formule, 


may no doubt appear to do much service in the hands of an in- 


| 
March 28th.—He complains of acute pain in the legs and | 
anxiety of countenance, but he has no pain in the chest. | 
Heart-sounds normal but faint. To have one grain of pow- | 
dered opium three times a day, and bicarbonate of potash | 
mixture ; belladonna lotion to be applied to the joints, 
30th.—Has pain in the left side on taking a deep inspiration. | 
ness. Ordered a calomel purgative and a senna draught ; to | 
continue the opiam. 
31st.—Less pain in the limbs, but complains of great pain in 3 ; 3 
the left side. Pulse 104, stronger. The pericardial friction- ” yun the kidney has been previously sound......in fact 
we will suppose......Sapposing he happens to be organically 
diseased at all......Sappose on the other hand......But suppose 
= 
ial | takes place in the tissues generally _ in the _ in 
t, | severe cases, we should see something resembling this con- 
: rs, | dition......” (p. 134.) 
and an ounce of the following mixture every four hours :— ‘Can we suppose that all these morbid processes can go on 
rae of acetate of ammonia, two ounces; tincture of opium, | 80 extensively ?......To suppose so would be inconsistent with 
eighty minims; bicarbonate of potass, two drachms; water to 
| 
4th.—Slept well ; no rambling; perspires freely. Pulse 82; | 
— Omit opium. | 
ily improving; no pain in chest. Omit mixture, 
Six ounces of we daily. , 
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genious pathologic prestigiator. At any rate, Dr. Goodfellow 
seems to know how to conjure with them, and to us, what he 
does with them is really most like pathologic legerdemain. 
We rise from the perusal of these Lectures as we do froma 
soirée fantastique of M. Houdin, satisfied that everything 
appears to be as it is said to be, but knowing, neverthe- 
less, it is all in appearance, If indeed one-half only of 
what Dr. Goodfellow gives as the ‘‘why and because,” could 
be demonstrated to be correct, we should regard this series 
of Lectures as one of the most satisfactory productions of the 
English school of medicine. As it is, we can only say that 
they indicate theirauthor to be not devoid of some reading and 
of considerable ingennity. 


The Mineral Springs of Aix-la-Cha and of Boreeie By 
Avex. Revumont, M.D., Resident Physician in Aix-la- 
Chapelle. pp. 95. London and Aix: Williams & Norgate. 
Alx-LA-CHAPELLE possesses mineral springs of different 

qualities,— namely, hot sulphureous and chalybeate. Theformer 
were known to the Romans, and have remained in repute up 
te the present day in diseases affecting the skin, chronic rheu- 
matism, portal congestion, and certain affections of the bones 
and joints, The latter are serviceable particularly in those 
conditions of the system of the female connected with disturb- 
ance of the menstrual function. The Reumont family have 
been long known as medical advisers at Aix, and the present 
little volume by Dr. Reumont junior will not detract from its 
reputation. 


Houschold Medicine, containing a familiar Description of Dis- 
eases, the most approved Methods of Treatment, dc. ce. 


for Family Use. By Garpyer, 
M.D., of the College of Physicians, ror 
With numerous Illustrations. pp. 520. Lendon: Smi 


Elder, and Co. 

Tuoven this is a carefully-prepared volume, and contains 
‘very much useful information, it is, in our opinion, impaired by 
some serious blemishes, which prevent us recommending it to 
the elass of persons for whom it has been specially designed. 
What these faults are, the professional reader will begin to 
have an inkling of before he has got through the preface, 


Historical Records of the various Affections Oured by Means of 
the Electro-Chemical Bath, Preceded by an Introduction 
on the Modus Operandi of this Mode of Treatment, and a 
‘Rationale of each Case. By Monsieur J. F. J. Capriy, 
M.D., Licentiate of the itan College of New York, 
‘U.S. pp. 284. London: Bailli 
Tue electro-chemical bath is so called because the patient is 
immersed in a liquid; but it is not as a mere bath that the latter 
acts as a therapeutic means. The water in which the patient is 
placed is only for the purpose of making the skin permeable to 
the passage of electricity passing from within to without, the 
skin when dry being a bad conductor of electricity, The active 
agent is, therefore, asserted to be this wonderful force—‘*‘ the 
kind of electricity employed in the operation being the elec- 
tricity of decomposition.” (p. 28.) The therapeutic result is 
believed to be the elimination or removal of noxious substances 
deposited in the deep-seated tissues. To those curious on the 
subject we may recommend the perusal of these sixty-one cases 
of wonderful cures; the style of recital of which, however, 
‘we cannot particularly praise. 


Memorandums and Recollections of Gout and Rheumatism, and 
their Treatment ; with a few Practical Remarks on Seiatica 
and Lumbago. By Epwarp Doxe Moorg, L R.C.P.E., 
&c. ; formerly Apothecary: in-Ordinary to H. M. William IV., 
Queen Adelaide, and Household. pp. 38. London: Churehiil. 

A PAMPHLET containing some sensible remarks, by one who 
has evidently had his due share in the treatment of a very 
troublesome malady. 


British Wild Flowers, By J. E. Sowrnsy. Parts I, to V. 
Lendon: Van Voorst. 


Tus elegant work is now being re-issued in monthly parts 
for the convenience of purchasers. It justly deserves the sap- 
port and encouragement of every student of botany. The illus- 
trations and letterpress are highly creditable to both author 
and publisher. 


THE DEGENERATION OF RACE. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Srr,—The letter of Dr. K. Corbet of August 17th on the 
above subject, in reference to. mine of Febraary 23rd, demands 
Iu proef of the correctness of my assertions 


and Macaulay’s “‘ History of England,” vol. iii., pp. 300 to 360, 
I must, however, confess I was as little to hear 
that the Gaelic custom of wife-stealing had for its object: the 
production of the genus homo in the highest state of perfection, 
as | should have been had I been told that the Hi i prac- 
tice of herd-driving—‘‘ | will down to.the Lowlands, and there 
steal a cow” — ted from the 
us bos by cross-breeding. probably few mongrel 
intellect that king in whose veins flowed the blood of three 


brothers. 
Dr. Corbet, not-led by the foolish tinklings of a 
A clan is not. a consanguineous community,” ani by a 
love for kith and kin; but, as one must infer, rather a 
united by esprit de corps, of which members can ‘be admi 
on the performance of certain initiatory rites ; and as an 
glish mechanic may become a Forester, so he may after a dip 
i emerge of those gentlemen of 
North of whom Buchanan remarks, ‘‘ Fraserii, hominum fortis- 
simorum in illis gentibus familicia.” Now this idea of a 
ing granted 
tad prieters, to whatever cause certainly 
cannot be attributed to descent from consanguineous ancestors 
As regards the population o ida remainin i ’ 
according to the late Census the country io of al 
Scotland during the ten years from 1851 to has increased 
scarcely one per cent., and during the same period the entire 
i of has considerakly. 


ence, whether deleterious or 


have appeared to favour this opinion a closer investigation has 


racy, the ent of which I consider not proven. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Angust, 1961, S,.Ayperson Surrn, F.R.C.S. 


Tne Leaton or Honove anp tue Mepicat 
FESsion. —On the occasion of the Emperor’s féte day (August 
15th), a great number of crosses of the Legion of Honour were 
granted to members of our profession. Our readers are aware 
that the Order has four grades, the lowest being that of Knight; 
above which is the Officer; then the Commander; and, finally, 
the Grand Cross. Some, as M. Milne-Kdwards and M. Vel- 

u, have been raised to the rank of Commander; some, as 

. Laugier and M. Cullerier, have become Officers; and many 
others have been created Knights. Though we may call these 
ing rewards, 


{ 

respecting the inhabitants north of the Friths, I refer him to 

ndoubtedly the produc grew 

cause of degeneracy in offspring, and that this is a consequence 

both of tows life and also ius is not questioned. Dr. Corbet 

states consanguinity has be. same injurious tendency ; but if, 

as he conceives, the secretion of unhealthy semen be the cause 

and origin of all the evil, this view applies exclusively to the 

male, as if he were the sole agent in producing a degenerate 

| pace. It would be interesting to learn why the other sex is to 

| be shut out so completely from exerting any hereditary infu- 

| ES otherwise, on ber ofispring. 

| As I have for the last fifteen years, in those patients who 

have come under my notice suffering from diseases said to be 

| the result of consanguineous marriage, sought in vain to dis- 

cover this as a cause (for even in those cases which primd facie 

| stanced), this fact, combined with other medical as well as 

| ethnological and historical reasons, I must offer as an apology 

| for my _ on that _ imputed cause of degene- 

ia 

| 


WF 
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THE LANCET. 


LONDON: SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1861. 


Wuen a man retires from the busy and perturbed scene of 
professional life, full of years and honours, and contemplates 
from the serene height of abstract philosophy the questions 
that agitate the world below, a peculiar weight and authority 
naturally attach themselves to his judgment. More especially 
is this the case when such a man is endowed with the remark- 
able intellectual and moral qualities which distinguish Sir 
Bensamiy Bropre. There are but few men living in whom 
are united, in equal harmony and power, cultivated intellect 
and lofty moral principle. If submission to authority be 
ever reasonable, it must be when the authority is based upon 
this foundation. And since there are many questions deeply 
affecting the interests of mankind, the scientific groundwork 
of which is necessarily unintelligible to the masses, it is obvious 
that to authority, after all, the appeal must often lie, There 
is an old adage, —sometimes honoured, and never dishonoured 
withcut danger,—‘‘ Ouique in arte sui credendum est.” In- 
stinct or prejudice occasionally prompts to the distrust of this 
every craft,—as daily experience warns us,—demands a con- 
trolling influence from without. Some, wise in their own 
conceit, confiding in superior sagacity or in reckless insubor- 
dination to established rules of prudence, boldly repudiate all 
authority, and are a law to themselves. Amongst these, de- 
signing charlatans of every profession find their readiest dupes. 
Tickled on their weak side, flattered through their failing, in 
which they vainly think lies their pre-eminence over their 
neighbours—that is, in their proneness to rebel against autho- 
Trity,—they fall an instant prey to the impudent race of quacks 
whose game it is to raise faith in themselves by loud decla- 
mations against the teachings of legitimate science. Closely 
analyzed, it will be clear that this fancied independence—this 
vaunted assertion of free jadgment—is but a weak abandon- 
ment of one authority for a slavish submissive subjection to 
another. To take a pregnant illustration from passing events: 
A person, male or female, educated or not educated, takes it 
into his head that the old family doctor is not to be trusted, 
because, of course, he is wedded to the worn-out doctrines in 
which he has been trained, and forthwith commits himself to 
the guidance of the apostle of new revelations. What, in 
quiet truth, is this person—who is ignorant of the very ele- 
ments of medical knowledge ; who has nothing but his vaunted 
“‘common sense” to lead him—doing? Asserting his inde- 
pendence? Nothing of the kind. He is only transferring his 
allegiance from Hirrocrares to HaAHNEMANN; spurning the 
authority of Harvey to embrace that of some poor creature 
crawling and drivelling at the bottom of the intellectual scale. 
The subject of authority he still is, and must be, despite of 
himself. The difference in his position is this: at first, he was 
the constitutional subject of an authority, itself governed by 
and constantly appealing to reason and the experience of ages ; 
now, he is the abject slave of an authority that seeks for a 
basis in the vaporous dreams of a transcendental mysticism, 


that presents not a point which reason can grasp, but calls for 

Seeing, then, that the uninitiated in medicine, as in other 
sciences, have no escape from the trammels of authority of 
some kind, whether it be that of legitimate teachers, of em- 
pirics, or, if they like, their own, it is well to consider what 
are the tests of true authority, and how we may distinguish it 
from the false, To people of modest good sense these tests are 
plain enough ; those inflated with the notion that they possess 
the intuitive faculty of distinguishing the right from the wrong 
in all the branches of human knowledge seldom care to inquire 
into these tests, And, nevertheless, to authority they must, 
whether they will or no, succumb. We may briefly indicate the 
tests of true authority by a general statement and by a special 
illustration. Men seldom err if they acknowledge the autho- 
rity of one in a matter of which themselves are not competent 
judges, whom they know to be trustworthy in matters of which 
they are competent judges. It is reasonable to place reliance 
in the opinion of a man who brings the testimony of successful 
cultivation of other sciences, which many independent observers 
can criticize, to support his claims to confidenee in respect of 
that science which he more especially professes. He who ex- 
tends our knowledge of natural truth in one or more directions, 
in which his researches are controlled by the concurrent labours 
of many men pursuing different careers, is not likely to be 
wantonly or even accidentally pursuing error in that science 
which it is his paramount desire and duty to improve. How 
impenetrable must be the veil of conceit that shrouds the eyes 
of these who will nut apply this test to the question between 
medicine and the homceopathic variety of empiricism! What 
evidence in the shape of contributions to Natural Science can 
homeopathists, from Hanwemann downwards, advance in 
suggestive or presumptive confirmation that they are engaged 
in the rational track of inquiry into Nature’s secrets? On the 
other hand, how many cardinal discoveries does mankind owe to 
the researches of physicians, researches in many cases springing 
out of their medical studies! The instance of Sir B. Bropre is 
& most apposite one. The man whom the scientific world 
united in selecting to represent them as President of the Royal 
Society may surely be considered to have followed the right 
path in medical inquiry. Those who, benighted by mystic 
fancies, cannot point toa single discovery in cognate physical 
or moral science, may surely be presumed to have lost their 
way in medicine. 

We commend these considerations to the dupes of homao- 
pathy in search of an authority in whom they can confide, The 
letter of Sir Bensamun Brovie will supply them with arga- 
ment that will justify their confidence. The argument is by 
no means abstruse. It lies, as Sir Bensamry says, in a nut- 
shell. We greatly fear, however, that its simplicity will not 
recommend it to those who prostrate themselves before the 
magniticence of the unfathomable. He truly says, in reply to 
the vulgar imputation of prejudice against new theories, that 
young medical men are too prone to accept new ideas, and to 
abandon tried remedies for those which have not been estab- 
lished by experience. He gives a practical demonstration of 
the audacious imposture of the dilution and dynamic theory of 
the homeopathists, by showing that to obtain a billionth of a 
grain of a remedy you must dissolve a millionth part of a dose 
in thirteen gallons of water, and then mix one drop of this 
dilution in 217,014 hogsheads of water. Has the thing ever 
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‘been done? Credat Judeus Apella, or the homeopathic pa- 
tient. We find it hard to believe that the homeopathic 
practitioner believes it. 

Thinking thus, who can accuse Sir Bensamin Bropie, and 
the vast body of his medical brethren who think with him, of 
inconsistency, or of professional prejudice, for refusing to give 
even the appearance of sanction to a system which we know 
to have no foundation in reality? ‘‘To join,” as he says, 
“‘ with homeopatkists in attendance on cases of either medical 
** or surgical disease, would be neither wise nor honest. The 
** object of a medical consultation is the good of the patient; 
**and we cannot suppose that any such result can arise from 
“the interchange of opinions, where the views entertained, or 
** professed to be entertained, by one of the parties as to the 
** nature and treatment of disease are wholly unintelligible to 
**the other,” 


Iv connexion with the subject of ‘‘ child labour” and further 
legislation upon it—a topic which we discussed in our last 
number—we would express the hope, that the measures to be 
introduced having reference to the physical training and school- 
ing of the children be conformable to the enlarged experience 
we have obtained since the former ‘‘ Factory Commission In- 
quiry.” If the public has been a gainer by the influential 
energy and perseverance of the Earl of Suarrespury in this 
department, it has been also greatly indebted to the inves- 
tigations of Mr. Epwix Cuapwick in proving the necessity of 
relaxing both the mind and body of the young from prolonged 
exertion in any manner. As one of the Commissioners of In- 
quiry to whom was referred the ‘‘ Ten Hours Bill,” this 
gentleman strongly urged,—that it was contrary to the laws 
of physiology to work the young child for the same length 
of time as the adult; that, if it was persisted in, all our future 
workers would become weakened or crippled men and women 
should they live long enough; and that the State was bound to 
interfere for the protection of the bodily and mental welfare of 
its poorer though important subjects. Most of the Commis- 
sioners agreed to recommend a limitation of juvenile labour to 
eight hours daily as a compromise. But Mr. Cuapwick, who 
was charged by the Government with the preparation cf the 
first Bill, contended for a limitation of the labour of children 
to six hours, and for a compulsory provision of three hours’ 
attendance at school. Although the educational clauses of the 
Factory Bill were modified, and in a great majority of cases the 
education provided for the factory children was merely neminal, 
yet the three hours’ schooling clause of Mr. Cuapwick has 
turned out pretty efficient for one purpose for which it was in- 
tended—viz., as a security against bodily overwork. By 
ensuring, as this gentleman stated, ‘‘that the child is three 
*‘hours daily in a school, we ensure that for that time he is not 
“in the workshop, or elsewhere at work.” But there lay hid 
in Mr. Cuapwick’s provision for a compulsory attendance at 
school for three hours every day, whilst at factory work for six, 
another beneficial principle than that of the prevention of undue 
bodily labour. It prevented over mental labour, or at least it 
opposed the long-hour school system, as it has been called. 
If, upon the one hand, it was the practice to work some 
children for twelve hours a day in a mill or workshop without 
mental or bodily relaxation, it was also customary to shut 
others of them up in a so-called school for many hours together ; 
so that, for the sake of presenting certificates of competency 


to read and write, such unfortunates might be at once subjected 
to an unrestricted term of daily labour, This may be an 
ingenious expedient, reasoned Mr, Cuapwick, but it will not do 
for us, It is required that the child shall not be condemned 
to a prolonged duration either of mental or bodily toil. 
We will not have either all-day school or all-day workshop. 
Variety is the order of healthy nature, and the child must 
have, therefore, a little of both, We demand, consequently, 
that the two kinds of work shall go hand in hand, and then it 
will be certain that neither the physical nor the mental energies 
of the rising working population will become seriously damaged 
as regards their future states. Although, to a certain extent, 
as before observed, the ‘‘ half school-time system” has been, 
in the majority of instances, a failure as regards the mere 
amount of intellectual benefit accruing to the youthful scholars, 
yet wherever it has been properly carried out, it has answered 
its twofold intention—viz., to prevent excessive bodily work, 
and to impart elementary education. A cry has been raised 
against it by a body of mere visionary educationists, who seem 
to think that school work and confinement are the true guanos 
of the youthful soil, and hence, that the “‘ half school-time 
system” should be at once displaced by the ‘‘ long school-time 
system.” 

Now, it is to the recent labours of Mr. CHapwick, in proving 
that the reverse of this should be the case, that we would par- 
ticularly draw attention. He has shown, in the first place, 
that school confinement and labour, as at present conducted, 
are highly detrimental to the growth and physical well-being 
ef the young child. In the second place, he proves that certain 
hours which ought to be taken from application to book instrac- 
tion should be applied to that kind of physical education which 
may be well summed-up in the word “drill.” In reference to 
the first point, we would observe that the sanitary conditions 
to which the child is generally subjected under the school sys- 
tem are of such a kind as to be totally opposed to its physical 
welfare. Two hygienic systems would appear to prevail. They 
may be termed the hot and cold, or the fresh and frowzy sys- 
tems. In illustration of the first, or the hot and frowzy plan, 
we will make an extract from the Report of Mr. Wark1ys, the 
Scotch Inspector for the Northern Districts :— 


** The doors and windows,” he observes, ‘‘remain closed in 

winter, there being no other means of ventilation, and the air 
which the children breathe is in a state of great impurity. I 
have found it difficult to stay in schools in which the children 
have been for some little time previous to my arrival.” 
a school in Cumberland, on a bright warm day in September, I 
found the doors and windows closed, a large red fire in the 
grate, the children—eighteen heavy boys and two girls—almost 
melting under the combined influence of fire and sun, whilst 
the master seemed perfectly unconscious of the temperature in 
which he lived, with his coat buttoned up, a shawl round his 
neck, a thick cloth cap on his head, and clogs over his shoes. 
In answer to my question, whether he did not feel the room 
very warm, he said, ‘No; that he was not very well.’ I have 
sometimes seen the steam covering the windows, and perspira- 
tion streaming down the children’s faces, without apparently a 
suspicion that the room was insufferably and unhealthily hot 
and close. In several cases I have observed the air-grates re- 
commended in your Lordships’ minutes stopped up, ‘ because 
they let in too much air.’” 


Upon the other hand, in reference to the fresh and cold 
system, we will quote from the Rev. Mr. BRooKFIELD, another 


\ of her Majesty’s inspectors, who states :— 
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** Disguise it as we will (excepting in the case of model chil- 
dren, such as I have never found, and presume to be extinct in 
the South-Eastern Counties), school-time is irksome; and if it 
be desirable to mitigate this irksomeness by every reasonable 
contrivance, how much more to remove every aggravation of 
bodily discomfort. To have to learn the mysteries of notation 
or orthography while sitting on a high bench, with frozen feet 
dangling above the floor, slate-pencil dropping from the be- 
numbed fingers, jacket reeking with the March rain, and not 
a pennyworth of cinder in the cheerless stove, is a predicament 
not unfrequently experienced.” 

The Commissioner first quoted also remarks— 

“*The windows are opened; a ‘thorough draught’ is ob- 
tained; the bovs’ bare heads, and the girls’ uncovered necks, 
are exposed to it in all its freshness.” 

_ Without farther argument, we think all will be satisfied that 
the practice of long hours of teaching under such circumstances 
as these, must act as a powerful cause of enervation and predis- 
position to disease, and induce intellectually little more than 
habits of dawdling and listlessness. It is reasonably urged, 
then, that until the half school-time system be more generally 
adopted, some part of the present long school hours should be 
devoted to gymnastic exercises or drill, as a part of the method 
of education. Such early physical training would not only 
prevent the long school confinement with much of its evils, 
but would greatly tend to remove or diminish such congenital 
defects or bodily weakness as the children of the poor are prone 
to. It is estimated that by such “drill” an addition of at 
least a fifth might be made to the efficiency and value of a 
boy as a labourer in after-life—an addition equivalent in the 
mass to the produce of the labour of one-fifth more of popula- 
tion, without the expense of additional food, clothes, and 
shelter, to maintain it. Such physical training not only im- 
proves the health, the carriage, the manner, and even the 
character; but it sharpens the attention, and bestows habits of 
obedience, promptness, and self-restraint. ‘‘ I should consider 

“‘a youth of double value,” says Mr. Warrwortn, ‘* who has 
“‘had the training of the nature of a drill.” ‘‘ Men are fre- 
** quently required,” observes Mr. Rawson, C.E., ‘‘ to use 
‘their strength in concert, for which they must have confi- 
** dence in one another. I have frequently seen trained men 
“‘ weed out unskilled men where heavy lifting has been re- 
** quired, because they dared not risk the danger arising from 
** unskilled strength.” 

We need little more than the able address of Mr. Caapwick, 
and the reports we have quoted from, to show that all further 
legislation upon child labour must bear particular reference, 
not only to mere bodily work, but also to prolonged mental 
application under disadvantageous circumstances, and to the 
substitution for the latter of a well-ordered system of physical 
training or “ drill.” 


Hedical Annotations. 


“Ne quid nimis.” 
THE LATE RAILWAY ACCIDENTS. 
Last week a congress of directors and others interested in 
railway property met to grumble over their grievances in the 
way of heavy compensations paid for railway accidents. There 
‘was only one feeling, we are told, prevalent at the meeting, — 


assess damages; and when it was mentioned that one company 
alone had paid as much as £80,000 in damages in the year, 
there was a general expression of opinion that it was a very 
ill-used company. The wards of the Middlesex, Royal Free, 
and University College Hospitals, London, and of the Sussex 
County Hospital, with many another chamber filled with those 
who suffer personal or vicarious anguish, offer a grim comment 
on the opinions of that meeting. What compensation in the 
power of juries to award can balance the fearful results of the late 
collisions? The loss of human life, and the torture of human 
feeling, physical and moral, cannot be estimated at any rate 
which money can supply. The mere material damage in- 
flicted cannot be fully covered by pecuniary mulcts, however 
liberal. In so far as they can be so, no doubt they will be; 
and juries will not deal lightly with companies which have 
shown that losses and fines sufficient to make them call loudly 
for relief, and to protest against them in combined meet- 
ing, have not been sufficient to lead to any improvement in 
their traffic system. These lives have all been sacrificed to 
mammon. The mammon which protests so loudly against 
excessive compensation, requires also that the line shall be 
worked with half the necessary staff of servants, and with the 
cheapest rolling stock; that the men shall be underpaid and 
kept twenty-four hours on duty at a spell; and that all con- 
trivances for mere safety shall be pooh-poohed. This determi- 
nation to screw the expenditure on salaries of minor officials to 
the lowest penny, to scrape together small savings in order to 
present a dividend, is at the bottom of the worst of these acci- 
dents. That poor sleepy, fagged, and bewildered signalman 
on the Brighton line, whose muddled wits led him into an 
error fatal to so many of his fellow-creatures, will probably be 
duly punished. But he is a victim, in one sense, to the direo- 
tion, which jobs away hundreds of thousands of pounds, and 
pares off the shillings necessary to pay an efficient and sufficient 
staff of porters, and to provide a well-devised set of instru- 
ments for signaling. The victims of these accidents number 
more than those of many a battle. The surgical resources of 
the hospitals have been severely tested, but they have been 
proved to be ample and well administered. No word other 
than of praise and thanks has reached us in regard to the 
treatment of the sufferers. The arrangements which thus in- 
stantaneously place at the disposal of many score of humble 
sufferers the gratuitous services of the highest surgical skill 
which the metropolis can afford, are a jast source of congratu- 
lation and honour to our profession. 


DISEASED AND DISABLED. 

A RETURN recently presented to Parliament gives the num- 
ber of adult paupers—that is, paupers aged sixteen and up- 
wards—who have been inmates of the workhouses of England 
and Wales during a continuous period of five years and more, 
These constitute a permanent charge upon the union surgeons, 
since theig continued residence for the most part implies the 
existence of some physical malady which incapacitates them 
for exertion. Their number is 14,216, of whom 6569 are 
males, and 7647 females. These comprised, in fact, nearly 
21 per cent. of the whole number of inmates of workbouses at 
the time when the return was made. It does not, however, 
give a perfectly accurate idea of this state of things, only to 
say that one-fifth of the whole number of resident paupers are 
of more than five years’ standing, From this report it results 
that of the number, 7771 persons have been inmates under ten 
years, 4940 above ten and under twenty, 1322 above twenty 
and under thirty, 108 above thirty and under forty, 44 above 
forty and under fifty, 16 above fifty and under sixty, and 15 
have been resident for sixty years and upwards. These are all 
persons subject to mental or bodily disease, which has deprived 
them of the power to earn a living by labour. The alleged 


that human life was far too highly estimated by the juries who 


reasons for their retention for so long a period in the work- 
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houses are assigned in a column devoted to this purpose. The 
reasons are given in terse and painfully expressive words, such 
as blind,” ulcerated leg,” lameness,” * nearly blind,” 
** idiot.” The specific diseases are also stated, and it is ob- 
served that a difference may be noted characteristic of the 
town and country unions. In the former it is remarked that 
the main part of the disabling causes are diseases of the brain 
or general infirmity ; while in the latter affections of the trunk 
predominate, such as rupture, rheumatism, broken knees, dis- 
eased and injured spine, and the like. Of course the most fre- 
quent class of maladies are those incidental to old age. Henee, 
of the whole number, 5932 are disabled by the infirmities of 
senility ; 4989 by disorders of the brain and mental aberration ; 
924 from active bodily disease; and 1619 from bodily defects, 
such as blindness. To attend this mass of infirmity and dis- 
ease an army of union surgeons is maintained—how badly paid 
and ill-rewarded only Mr. Griffin fully knows ! 


PROFESSIONAL INCOMES. 


Tue Committee of the House of Commons, which Mr. Hub- 
bard obtained on the Income and Property Tax, have just issued 
a volume descriptive of their labours. The result is, we may 
as well at once say, unfavourable to the hopes excited that Mr. 
Hubbard’s views might prevail, and the incidence of the tax 
diminished in respect of professional income. Mr. Hubbard's 
scheme contemplated the taxation, not of gross income, but 
net income—that is, the actual revenue available for expendi- 
ture after capitalizing income and deducting what will be re- 
quired in order to maintain it undiminished. There are many 
precedents for this form of assessment, and Mr. Hubbard 
quotes the opinion of the Chairman of the Commissioners of 
the Inland Revenue Department that the plan is feasible, and 
that of Mr. Gladstone, that ‘‘ he does not contest the opinion 
commonly entertained that intelligence and skill are too hard 
pressed upon as compared with property.” Mr. Hubbard’s 
report, however, was negatived, and the Committee ultimately 
adopted a report expressive of their feeling that attempts at 
the readjustment of the Income Tax were dangerous and of 
dubious expediency. So that the prospects of relief for our 
profession from an admitted injustice are still distant. 


LIFE AND DEATH IN IRELAND. 


In the report of the work done at the recent session of the 
Social Science Association in Dublin, Mr. Hastings, the general 
Secretary, summarized that of the Fourth Department—Public 
Health—in the following words. The reference to the deficiency 
of registration of births and deaths in Ireland will be read with 
sympathetic regret, especially by those who know how many 
efforts for the introduction of this simple and much-needed 
measure have been defeated in successive sessions of Parlia- 
ment by sheer ministerial neglect in permitting a fatal lapse of 
time, thus causing the Bill to be massacred naan The 
paragraph alluded to runs thus: 

*“*Fourtn Department: Pustic Heatra.—In this section 

twenty-four papers were read, several of which were on subjects 
connected with the public health of Ireland, but the absence 
of any general registration of deaths in Ireland rendered it im- 
pounds to come to any definite conclusion with regard to the 
causes of death, and the best means of their remov: 
attention of this section was especially drawn to the state of 
the health of the mercantile navy, and the deficiency of an 
existing means of ascertaining the amount of disease and death 
in ee ships, which there is reason to believe is mueh 


greater amongst of the. and 


POLITICAL MEDICINE. 
Coxcuicum is destined to exercise great influence over the 
statesmen who rule the world. The man who wielded the 
power of the English Commons for so many years felt but too 


deeply the attractive charms of this treacherous drug, which 
often soothes the patient but to aggravate the disease, and never 
fails to exact a cruel tribute for all the ease which it gives, 


Mr. Bernal Osborne, smarting under the imputation of that 


recklessness which is known to be so far from forming part of 
his character, taunted Lord Palmerston with being under the 
influence of colchicum when he made the accusation, The 
Premier, with his peculiar felicity, retorted upon his opponent 
with an undeniably accurate account of the sedative qualities 
of that drug, and gave him a sufficiently plausible account of 
its superficial therapeutic virtues. Apparently he knew not 
the snake which lurked in the herb, or prudently would not 
see it. Garibaldi, led, it may be, by this flattering tale, is, we 
are told, suffering from too great reliance on its powers. Con- 
trary to the good advice which has been given him, he has 
persisted in the use of a quack remedy for gout, which consists 
largely of colchicum, together with a cathartic drug. Its use 
has reduced him to a deplorable state of weakness, and he is 
described as being compelled to give up all attention to politics, 
finding himself under the necessity of devoting all his care and 
thought to the restoration of his health. 


ANALYTICAL SANITARY 
COMMISSION. 


RECORDS OF THE RESULTS OF 


MICROSCOPICAL AND CHEMICAL ANALYSES 


SOLIDS AND FLUIDS 
CONSUMED BY ALL CLASSES OF THE PUBLIC. 


ADULTERATION 


op 

PEPPER AND CAYENNE 
Some years since few articles of consumption were more 
subjected to adulteration than Pepper and Cayenne. The 
former article was adulterated chiefly by admixture with sub- 
stances, not in themselves injurious, but simply of inferior 
value; whilst the latter was not only deteriorated by similar 
admixtures, but several metallic preparations—as of iron, mer- 
eury, and lead—were added to it, for the double purpose of 
concealing many of the adulterations practised upon it, and of 
imparting to it a bright and permanent red colour. 
It will be apparent from the subjoined examinations and 
analyses, that the condition of these articles has of late years 
undergone a marked improvement. 


Resvutrs or THE Microscopical AND CHEMICAL EXAMINATION 
anp ANALYsIs oF Tutery-rour Sampies or Perrer AND 


CAYENNE. 
BLACK PEPPER, 
lst Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of —Mr. C. Parsons, 210, Oxford-street. 
GENUINE. 
2nd Sample. 


Purchased at the shop of—Messrs, Strugnell and Co., 221, Ox- 
ford-street, 


GENUINE. 
3rd Sample. 


GENUINE, 
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4th Sample, 
Purchased at the 
Pembridge and Oo., 107, 
5th Sample, 
Parchased at the shop of—Mr. M. Holmes, 132, Tottenham- 
court-road, 


6th Sample, 
Purchased at the . 
J. Toogood, 36, Wilsted-street, 


Tth Sample, 
Purchased at the shop of—Mr. 
shop T. Rains, 8, Chapel-street, 
8th Sample. 
Parchased at the of—Messrs. Wall and Co., 14, Chapel- 
street, 
WHITE PEPPER 
9th Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of—Messrs, Dakin and Co., 119, Oxford- 
QENUINE. 
10th Sample, 
Purchased at the of—Mr. W. 
shop Holland, 127, Oxford-street. 
llth Sample. 
E. Bardsley, 103, Tottenham- 


court- 


12th Sample, 
Purchased at the q 
shop of—Mr. J. Ibbetson, 9 & 10, Brewer- 


13th Sample. 
Ranchased at the shop of—Meners, Hazlewood and Co., 14, 


Brewer-street, Somers- 


14th Sample. 
Purchased at the = ” i 
Mr, J. Warwick, 22, Chapel-street, 
15th Sample, 
Purchased at the 
shop of—Mr. Weedon, 35, Chapel-street, 
16th Sample. 
shop of—Mr. Smith, 65, Brill-row, Somers- 
CAYENNE 
17th Sample. 


Parchased at the of Ww 
shop essrs, Westbrook and Co,, 21, Ox. 


but much infested with /ungus. 
18th Sample. 
Parchased at the of—Mr. J. i Oxford 
shop Packeridge, 55, -street. 


19th Sample, 
Parchased 
ee ners Messrs. Wright and Co, 14, Hamp- 
GENUINE. 
20th Sample, 
Purchased 
woke shop of —Messrs. North and Co., 24, Hamp- 
21st Sample, 
Purchased at the shop of —Mr. F. [bbetson, 12, Skinner-street, 
Somers-town. 


22nd Sample. 


mers-town. 
A dulterated, beg coloured with much red ferruginous earth, 


23rd Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of—Mrs. E. Bardsley, 103, Tottenham- 
court-road. 


‘24th Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of—Messrs. Pembridge and Co., 107, 
Tottenham -court-road. 
Adulterated with rice ; it contains also wheat-flour. 


25th + .mple. 
Purchased at the shop of—Mr. J. R. Dean, 52, Chapel-street, 


Somers-town. 


26th Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of—M. J, Ibbetson, 9 & 10, Brewer- 
street, Somers. town. 
but much infested with jungus. 


27th Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of—Messra. Hazlewood and Co., 14, 
Brewer-street, Somers-town. 


23th Sample. 
Purchased at theshop of— Messrs. Staniforth, 138, Oxford-street. 
GENUINE 
29th Sample. 


Purchased at. the shop of —Mr. J. F. Betts, 262, Oxford-street, 


31st Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of—Mr. Revell, 272, Oxford-street. 


Purchased at the shop of—Mr. Dodson, 288, Oxford-street. 
GENULNE. 


33rd Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of—Mr. R. Feltoe, 298, Oxford-street. 
GENUINE. 


34th Sample. 
Purchased at the shop of—Mr. J. M. Rose, 352, Oxford-street, 
GENUINE 


From the results of the above microscopieal examinations 
and analyses it 

First, that of the sixteen BLACK and WHITE PEPPERS exa- 
mined the whole were genwine. 

Second, that of the eighteen of CAvExxe two only 
were adulterated—one with rice, and another with a 
red ferruginous earth. 

The results of the analysis of the above articles made in the 
years 1851 and 1852 were as follows::— 

Of forty-three peppers subjected to examination in 1851, 
fourteen were to be adulterated, the adulterating sub- 
stances consisting of linseed meal, mustard husk, pea flour, 
wheat flour, and ground rice, 

Of the twenty-eight samples of Cayenne examined, no less 
than twenty-four were adulterated in the following manner :— 

Twenty samples contained mineral colouring matter. ‘This 
in thirteen samples consisted of red lead ; in seven, of |'enetian 
red, red ochre, or some other ferruginous earth ; and in one, of 
vermilion or sulphuret af mercury. 

Six of the samples consisted of a mixture of ground rice, 
turmeric, and Cayenne, coloured either with red lead or the 
red ferruginous carth, 

Six contained salt, either alone or coloured with the above- 
named co ds of lead or iron. 

One of samples was adulterated with husk of mustard- 
seed, and two with rice, red lead, and —— + ol ue 

Pepper and Cayenne, notwithstanding 
former article, ovlag etn heavy daty upon it, is under the 


GENUINE. | 
Parchased at the shop of—Messrs. Harvey and French, 227, 
Oxford-street. 

GENUIN Contains a little ground rice. 
ee | 32nd Sample. 

GENUINE. 
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supervision of the Excise, used ten years since to be most 
extensively and scandalously adulterated, and the Cayenne 
especially, in ways detrimental to health. 

Of the first batch of peppers examined by us in 1851, 
one-half were adulterated, this no doubt being attributable 
to the circumstance that the microscope had not at that date 
been employed for the discovery of adulteration. Consequent 
upon the application of that instrament to the detection of the 
many ingenious frauds practised upon nearly all articles of 
consumption, it is obvious, from the foregoing analyses, that the 
adulteration of pepper and of Cayenne, amongst many other 
articles, has greatly diminished. 


SIR BENJAMIN BRODIE ON HOMCEOPATHY.* 
(A LETTER TO J. & S&., ESQ.) 


Dear Sm,—You desire me to give you my opinion of what 
is called Homeopathy. I can do so without any great labour 
to myself, and without making any exorbitant demand on your 
patience, as the question really lies in very small compass, and 
what I have to say on it may be expressed in very few words. 

The subject may be viewed under different aspects, We 
may inquire, first, whether Homeopathy be, of itself, of any 
value, or of no value at all? secondly, in what manner does it 
affect general society? and thirdly, in what relation does it 
stand to the medical profession ? 

I must first request of you to observe that, whatever I may 
think at present, [ had originally no prejudice either in favour 
of or against this new system: nor do I believe that the mem- 
bers of the medical profession generally were in the first 
instance influenced by any feelings of this kind. The fact is, 
that the fault of the profession for the most part lies in the 
opposite direction, They are too much inclined to adopt any 
new theory or any new mode of treatment that may have been 
proposed; the younger and more inexperienced among them 

ially erring in this respect, and too frequently indulging 
themselves in the trial of novelties, di ing old and esta- 

i remedies, For myself, I assure you that, whatever 
opinion I may now hold, it has not been hastily formed. I 
have made myself sufficiently acquainted with several works 
which profess to disclose the mysteries of Homeopathy, espe- 
cially that of Hahnemann, the founder of the Homeopathic 
sect, and those of Dr. Curie and Mr. Sharpe. The result is, 
that, with all the pains I have been able to take, I have been 
unable to form any very distinct notion of the system which 

profess to teach. They all indeed begin with laying down, 
as the foundation of it, the rule that ‘‘Similia similibus curantar;” 
or, in plain English, that one disease is to be driven out of the 
body by artificially creating another disease similar to it. But 
there the resemblance ends. Hahnemann treats the subject in 
one way, Dr. Curie in another, and Mr. Sharpe in another way 
still. principles are asserted on the evidence of the 
most doubtful and scanty facts; and the reasoning on them, for 
the most part, is thoroughly puerile and illogical. Ido not ask 
to take all this for granted, but would rather refer you to 
the books themselves; being satisfied that any one, though he 
may not be versed in the science of medicine, who possesses good 
sense, and who has any knowledge of the caution with which 
all scientific investigations should be conducted, will arrive at 
the same conclusions as myself. 

But, subordinate to the rule to which I have just referred, 
there is another, which, by some of the homeopathic writers, 
is held to be of great im , and which is certainly the 
more remarkable one of the two. The doses of medicine ad- 
ministered by ordinary practitioners are represented to be very 
much too large. It is unsafe to have recourse to them, unless 
reduced to an almost infinitesimal point; not only to the mil- 
lionth, but sometimes even to the billionth of a grain. Now 
observe what this means, Supposing one drop of liquid medi- 
cine to be equivalent to one grain, then, in order to obtain the 
millionta part of that dose, you must dissolve that drop in thir- 
teen gallons of water, and administer only one drop of that 
solution; while, in order to obtain the billionth of a grain, you 
roust dissolve the aforesaid drop in 217,014 hogsheads of water. 
Of course, it is plain that this could not practically be accom- 

ished, except by successive dilutions; and this would be a 

blesome process. Whether it be at all probable that any- 
one ever undertook to carry it out. I leave you to judge. At 


* From Fraser’s Magazine for September, 1361, 


any rate, I conceive that there is no reasonable person who 
would not regard the exhibition of medicine in so diluted a 
form as being equivalent to no treatment at all. 

But however this may be, I may be met by the assertion, that 
there is undoubted evid that a great number of 
recover from their complaints under homceopathic treatment, 
and I do not pretend in the least degree to deny it. In a dis- 
course addressed by myself to the students of St. George’s Hos- 
pital, in the year 1838, I find the following remarks: —‘* There 
is another inquiry which should always be made before you de- 
termine on the adoption of a parti method of treatment: 
what will happen in this case if no remedies whatever be em- 
ployed, if the patient be left altogether to nature or to the 
efforts of his own constitution ? * * * The animal 
system is not like a clock or a steam-engine, which, bei 
broken, you must send to the clockmaker or engineer to pn | 
it; and which cannot be repaired otherwise. The living machine, 
unlike the works of human invention, has the power of repair- 
ing itself; it contains within itself its own engineer, who, for 
the most part, requires no more than some very slight assist- 
ance at our hands,” This truth admits, indeed, of a very large 
application. If the arts of medicine and surgery had never 
been invented, by far the greater number of those who suffer 
from bodily illness would have recovered nevertheless. An 
experienced and judicious medical practitioner knows this very 
well; and considers it to be his duty, in the great majority of 
cases, not so much to interfere by any active treatment, as to 
take care that nothing should obstruct the natural process of 
recovery, and to watch lest, in the of the case, any 
new circumstance should arise which would make his active 
interference necessary. If anyone were to ye in practice, 
giving his patients nothing bu: a little distilled water, and en- 
Joining a careful diet, and a prudent mode of life otherwise, 
certain number of his patients would perish from the want of 
farther help; but more would recover; and homeopathic glo- 
bules are, I doubt not, quite as good as distilled water. 

But this does not account for all the success of ere ae . 
In this country there is a large proportion of iadivid 
have plenty of money, combined with a great lack of employ- 
ment; and it is astonishing to what an extent such persons con- 
trive to imagine diseases for themselves. There is no animaF 
machine so ect that there may not at times be some creak- 
ing in it. ant of exercise, irregularity as to diet, a little 
worry of mind—these, and a thousand other causes, may occa- 
sion uneasy feelings, to which constant attention and tmeking 
of them will give a reality which they would not have 
otherwise; and such feelings will disappear as well under the 
use of globules as they would under any other mode of treat- 
ment, or under no treatment at all. 

What I have now mentioned will go far towards explaining 
the success of homeopathy. But other circumstances occur 
every now and then, from which, when they do occur, it profits 
to a still greater extent. Humanum est errare. From the 
operation of this universal law medical practitioners are not 
exempt, any more than statesmen, divines, lawyers, engineers, 
or any other profession. There are cases in which there is a 
greater chance of too much than too little being done for the 
patient; and if a patient under such circumstances becomes the 
subject of homeopathic treatment, this being no treatment at 
all, he actually derives benefit from the change. 

In a discourse to which I have already alluded, I thought it 
my daty to offer the following caution to my pupils :—‘* The 
first question which should present itself to you in the manage- 
ment of a i case is this: Is the disease one of which 
the patient may recover, or is it not? There are, indeed, too 
many cases in which the patient’s condition is so manifestly 
hopeless, that the fact cannot be overlooked. Let me, however, 
caution you that you do not in any instance arrive too 
at this conclusion. Our knowledge is not so absolute and cer- 
tain as to prevent even well-informed persons being occasionally 
mistaken on this point. This is true, especially with respect 
to the affections of internal organs. Individuals have been 
restored to health who were supposed to be dying of disease in 
the lungs or mesenteric glands, * * * * Itisa rule 
in the practice of our art, as in the common affairs of life, for 
us to look on the favourable side of the question, as far as we 
can consistently with reason do so,” I might have added that 
hysterical affections are especially a source of error to not very 
experienced practitioners, by simulating more serious disease ; 
seeming to resist for a tir: all the efforts of art, and then all at 
once subsiding under any kind of treatment, or, just as well, 
under none at all. Now, if it should so happen that a med 
practitioner, from want of knowledge, or from a natural defect 
of judgment, makes a mistake in his diagnosis, and the patient 


° to appear to give their sanction to a system which they know 
foundation in reality. To join with homeopathists 
in attendance on cases of either medical or surgical disease 
ical 
ppose 
we y cannot very well wonder that, with & 
as they possess of these matters, the empiric sh 
te credit with the public. 
So far the practical result would seem to be that homeopathy ‘ 
can be productive of no great harm; and indeed, considering it B, C, Broprm 
| surgical reader. It clearly shows that the vis vite is not, in 
many cases, destroyed by separation of one part of the living 
body from another. Two instances of this nature which have 
| occurred in my own practice have been brought vividly to my 
| recollection. 
| In another instance, a — valet, — from i? 
disease, it was extracted early in the morning. He put it in 
| his waistcoat pocket, kept it there all day, and in the evening 
| came 7 _ me to replace the tooth. With some 
medical profession must be contented to let the thing take its atalino 
course; and they will best consult their own dignity and the 
aa the public by saying as little as possible about it. The 
i ions as to the evils of homm@opathy which have some- 
times taken place at public meetings have quite an opposite 
effect to that which they were intended to produce, They 
have led some to believe that homeopathists are rather a per- 
secuted race, and have given to 
an importance which it would never have had otherwise ; just 
as any absurd or fanatical sect in religion would gain proselytes 
if it could only make others believe that it was an object of 
jealousy and persecution. After all, the harm done to the 
regular profession is not so great as many suppose it to be; a 
pathiote are conanlted being y no complaints at all, for 
= a een practitioner would scarcely think it right 
the opini 
w. Li 
now. a 
were possible—as it is plain that the cannot do all | rapid ang excellent 
that is wanted of them, by curing all kinds of disease, and | August), 
making men ‘enenestel—-ae an interference with the liberty | tions of t 
of individuals to consult whom they please would be absurd | The se 
constituted authorities ; and it can go no urther. gave 
The only effectual opposition which the medical profession can | from a di 
offer to homeopathy 1s by individually takin all possible pains | be the w 
to avoid, on their own part, af index fin 
of which, more than anything else, the professors of homo- | the adj 
y thrive and flourish ; by continuing in all ways to act | silver-wire sutures as in the former case, and encircled the 
Secale te a oie at the san tine, never being in- | finger and hand with cotton wool. The result was most satis- 
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URTICARIA TROPICUS.—TETANUS IN°CENTRAL AMERICA. 
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factory. On tioning the boy, he informed me, with great 

coolness, that Ty the time of tae iasident he saw the detached 

portion of his finger being carried round three large ——s 

cylinders, and then it on the ground; he himself picked 

up the piece, wee it in paper, and walked to the hospital, 

& distance of y half a mile, accompanied by two of his 
mates.” 

T use’ the term ‘‘ Adjunctive Surgery” to this class of cases— 
iie., where a part is completely separated from the body, and 
is afterwards united—because I think the word ‘‘ adjunctive” 
implies something more than “ conservative.” 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Woburn-square, Sept. 1861. Francis Mason, M.R.C.S. Eng. 


URTICARTA TROPICUS. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,—As steamboats and railways are bringing daily diseases 
of this kind nearer to our shores, I thought a few remarks 
from one who has frequently passed through the tropics in 
charge of troops and passengers would not be unacceptable in 
your valuable journal. 

When coming home from Melbourne a few weeks back with 
about three hundred passengers, [ was much strack with the 
| change in type of this disease. At other times I found 

give way with large doses of Dinneford’s solution of mag- 
nesia, and generally without medicine ; but not so during my last 
voyage. Immediately on getting into the tropics, most of the 
children under ten years of age were seized with great sickness 
and other febrile symptoms, and in the space of half an hour 
all the body was covered with a —— eruption like small- 
pox: first, pointed; second, umbilicated ; and lasting until the 

th or ninth day, and disap aring like varicella, leaving 
y a little discoloration of theskin. It isto be observed there 
‘were no premonitory symptoms; but the eruption and the sick- 
ness, unattended by pain in the loins, appeared at once and 
disappeared suddenly. Adults did not suffer severely, but only 
gchildren. After the first day there was great prostration 
strength, with brown tongue, and frequently blindness, from 
the confinent state of the eruptions, generally ending in 
mia, and also dysentery, which made the life of the 
sufferer very precarious. One attack did not prevent 
the child having a repetition, and often several attacks while 
sailing the tropics, which made the little patient quite 
prostrate. With the following treatment I did not lose one. I 
ave during the first twenty-four hours a saline mixture with 
Scatenane of potash and citric acid (the former being in 
excess) ; at bed-time, two or three grains of grey powder and 
three of rhubarb. In mence of the great prostration of 
strength on the second day, I gave Battley’s solution of bark, 
with ammonia, and syrup of orange-peel and water. I find 
that this preparation of is not disagreeable to children’s 
taste; they take it readily. In order to alleviate the child’s 
@ifferings, I had a lotion red consisting of two drachms 
of chloroform, four drachms cerine, and three onnces of 
water, to be smeared occasionally over the child’s face and 
body, swith lead lotions and bread ponltices to the eyes, which 
were to be: excluded entirely from light. If dysentery came 
on, L applied stimulating em tions to the abdomen, and 
rved fruit ad treatment I con- 

more or less throughout the at » with generous 
beef-tea, port wine, &c. 

I remain,’ Sir, your very obedient servant, 
E. M.D., L.S.A,; 


Member of the Royal Medica) Board, 
Braeknoell, Sept. 1861. Late Surgeon to the waa 


MEDICAL DESTITUTIUN AT GLASGOW. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Str,—In a notice with the above’ heading in your journal of 
the 24th August,.statements are attributed to me which I cer- 
tainly did not make, and which, therefore, I beg you will allow 
me to correct. What I did say amounted to this: that in 
Glasgow we had no “ consulting physicians or surgeons” pro- 

y 8o called; no gentlemen devoting themselves exclusively 
consultations; none who did not also attend to ‘‘ family 
eee and therefore none whom other medical men could 
uce to their patients without the fear of being supplanted. 

From cases which eame under my own observation | showed 
that this fear was not altogether groundless; I showed that he 
whom we brought in as. ‘surgeon might now and 


then be found our place as family attendant; but in 
so * pointed” or otherwise, to any 
eee the profession, I only stated general facts, 
f personal allusions were made, I cannot charge myself with 
them; to some of the gentlemen who followed me must they 


be credited. 

Whilst speaking of the in Glasgow, perhaps you 
will allow me to state a or two concerning it, equally 
curious with that contained im your notice. Those who have 
been accustomed to consider our good city asa cheap and ready 
manufactory of medical men, will no doubt be surprised to hear 
that in no important town of the empire is the profession so 
poorly represented, as far as numbers are concerned. While 
the average of other cities, as Edinburgh, Liverpool, Manches- 
ter, Dublin, Belfast, =: gives one ee ae every 
thousand persons, in Glasgow we can only one for every 
two thousand. But this fact will cease to be wondered at 
when it is considered that in scarcely any—the smallest or 
poorest—village of Sextland are medical men so wretchedly ill- 
paid as in rich, prosperous, flourishing Glasgow. 

{t would be easy, and perhaps not uninteresting, to dilate 
upon sach facts—to attempt to show their causes, and to 
suggest remedies. But fear of trespassing on your ind 
not less than an unwillingness to anticipate the efforts of these 
who have taken the matter in hand, me, and warns 
me to draw my letter to a close, 


I am, Sir, yours ee 
Belgrove-street, Glasgow, J. M‘Carnon, L.F.P.S. Glas. 
September, 1861. 


TETANUS IN CENTRAL AMERICA. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancet. 


Srr,—Happening to be ing through the State of Nica- 
ragua in the year 1846, ring a period of civil warfare, so 
common in those unhappy republics, I was requested to take 
charge of the hospital belonging to the besieging army under 
Malespin, then president of Salvador and commander-in- 
chief of the Allied Forces of Honduras and San Salvador. On 
arriving, I found Leon closely invested. The hospital for the 
wounded occupied several large houses in the suburbs of that 
capital, and contained about 200 patients, a great proportion 
of whose injuries consisted of compound fractures of the femur 
from gun shots. The suppuration was very profuse, and most 
of them threatened to turn out badly. One man had been hit 


that experience or reading could su 
event. There were thirteen casez of attack, and all died. 
The first case was that of a man with a gun-shot 


and stiffness about the throat. In spite of the most active 
treatment by narcotics, anti i 
ceased only with life. ‘There popul 
out all these parts of Central America that this spasmodic 
ease is always brought on by exposure of the patient to currents 
of cold air, or sudden and unex mang of cold water, 
such‘as being overtaken by a shower of rain or having to cross 
a stream, &c.; and certainly all the above cases would seem to 
corroborate the trath of this impression. The native doctors 
aoe faith in the application of balsam of copaiba to the 
wound, and, when heated, to the spine. 

Not long ago a lady in Panama-was relating to me the death 
of herson, a fine boy ot twelve ofage. A nail had pene- 
trated the sole of the foot. e wound was neurly well, 
so much so that he begged to be allowed to goand look ats 
— of the church. The mother unwillingly consented. 

e was overtaken by a slight shower of rain ; that night 
tetanus set in, and proved fatal. 

A case of idiopathic tetanus came under my care in Granada, 
in a boy about eight years of age. His ether attributed the 
attack to prolonged bathing in the Lake of Nicaragua, Mor- 
phine was applied to a blistered surface over the spine. He 
recovered. ‘Tetanic attacks are also very common after the ex- 


t 
2 
’ 


| 

by a spent ball in the frontal sinus, and although he ; 

| from the injury he became unable to express his wants in lan- 

| guage, yet otherwise appearing to be well. But the most 

called to any of our wounded patients who showed the least 

pe symptom of that dreadful disease, traumatic tetanus. 

Although from that moment the unfortunate patient was, in 

our minds, considered a doomed man, no means were spared 

| hair closely cut, he evidently took cold, and in the morning 

| called my attention to a slight . in | the jaws 


PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. [Szrremerr 7, 1861. 24] 


of the ji (Pulez penetrans) out of the toes, which egg, and in the second caseiform in appearance. In the diffe- 
waurite Denert fee the development of its-ove; getting rent effects of various diets upon the quantity of albumen ex- 
t the operation is apt to bring it on. a he ee Whilst in 
years ago, while sojourning in the provinee of Chiriqui, | symptomatic albuminuria lit’ or no influence is exercised 
Panama, I had occasion to see a young man, about change of regimen, in the idiopathic variety, on the other 
, labouring under a severe attack of this sad disease. | the exclusive adoption of a nitrogenous diet will double the 
cut himself slightly in shaving, and had got wet after- | amount of precipitate, and confinement to farinaceous food 
his mother said. Having obtained an electric magnetic | again reduce this element to @ minimum. Excepting in the 
I at once applied it, and was delighted to find the | case of simple nephritis, the presence of albumen in the urine 
+) gradually yielding. The laborious respiration be- | need not necessarily imply a morbid condition of the kidney, 
and natural; the spasms diminished in frequency and it is only after a certain period that the passage of this 
intensity. Fortwo hours he remained quite quiet, and element through the renal tissues ultimately — rise to dis- 
himself much relieved. I was obliged to leave after organization. } The author consequently divides albuminuria 
The disease returned towards morning, and carried | into three periods : the first consisting in the simple passage 
The case, however, left a deep impression on my | of albumen in the urine; the second, in the congestive or in- 
mind. I feel convinced that if the apparatus had been applied flammatory disturbances which, occur in the kidney, not ex- 
earlier or continued longer, the boy’s life might have been | ceeding the limits of curability; and a third, in which, by the 
saved. It is this conviction which impels me to wish to place | secretion of and by faulty nutrition, the renal tissue is 
this before the readers of Tue Lancet, especially as most of 
the cases of this disease lately treated in the hospitals | develop themselves in a ratio proportionate to the quantity 
terminated fatally. quality of the albumen excreted, and to the duration of the 
I well remember my lamented teacher, Liston, frankly stating | malady ; conseq' 


lable, crude albumen, incapable of vitality, and rendered unfit 
I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, by its nature for the support and reparation of the tissnes, 
Rosr. M‘Dowatt, which is in consequence elitninated from the system as a foreign 

Surgeon to the Pacifie Steam Navigation Company | body; the office of the kidney being merely that of scavenger 
at Panama, to the blood. The diminution in excretion of the urea, a 


Tobago, 1861. 
, Dr. iano to be an indication of the sus- 
VACCINE LYMPH IN CAPILLARY TUBES. pension of the cupdising cieeaietentthens the by which 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. in the normal condition albuminous mo! are removed 


Sm,— Without entering into any discussion on the preserva- from the economy. By the slow or rapid rate of this dimina- 
tion of vaccine lymph in expllary tea can only aay T have tion he estimates the exact measure of the impediment or sus- 
used them at my station, as m pils, ever since their penees - 
ty Mathond, andl 1 bees ust hed dhe: the 


directed revi bh 
THE ANALYTICAL SANITARY COMMISSION. therapy is cited as having, in Dr. Mariano’s hands, yielded ex- 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. cellent results. I may mention, whilst on the subject, that 
hydrotherapy is in much better repute on this side of the 


Sm,—Referring to the Report of the Analytical Sanitary | Channel than in England, and that its employment as an ad- 
Commission of the 10th of August, which we have only just | ; Seoeensinieada anda 
seen, we perfectly agree with you that the tea-dealera, if they 

will, may soon put an end to the trade in the “‘ unmecessary | At nearly all the public baths (of which as you know we have 
_ and injuriously coloured green tea.” Unfortunately the public in every street) the common attendant administers the 
have a great partiality to the coloured tea for its appearance’ undertakes the packing, rubbing, &c., without any 
sake, but this might soon be overcome if the tea-dealers and mysterious of 
ee ee ee is expressed when, in the exercise of the other vocation, he 


FS 


w 
8 off the exuberant crop of cuticle crowning the 
phalanx of your little toe. No! up to the present:mo- 
at least, although we have in France enough and to 
of other quack pathics, river god has not dethroned 


Charriére, j t four valves, t d two 
PARISIAN MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. Charridre, jun. possesses, four valves, two iter 


(FROM OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.) stices between the two others. It acts very satisfactorily ; 
as the handles are hinged to the valves, and can be turned 
Ly a paper read at the Academy of Medicine on Tuesday last 


back when the instrument is not required for use, its form is 


by Dr. Mariano-Semmola, Professor of Clinical Medicine at the 
Hospital of the Incurables, ‘‘On the Nature and Cause of | organs was ted by Dr. Gachet to the Academy a few 
Albuminuria, there exist some practical hints, which, if here- days ago. e subject of this anomaly, a young woman, 
after ratified, will be worthy of being ranged amongst the twenty-one years of age, consulted this practitioner for a 
memoranda of the student. The author mentions that a diffe. gastric de a cage Aes 
as ; | examination on the right side, 

left thoracic region being occupied by lang only, down to the 
nuria may be safely established by the simple examination of | jeye) of the liver, which in turn is lodged im this unusual 
the quality of the albumen as precipitated from unhealthy | position. 

urine, the morbid element being in the first case like white of | Recently at a meeting of the Society of Emulation at Rouen 


r 
30 
le 
r 
> 
| to his surgical class in Edinburgh, when lecturing on this sub- | are only met witn in the idiopatic Variety Of aibuliin 
ject, that should a case occur to him again, he should really be | The author of this essay believes that the causes of this morbid 
at a loss what method to adopt. From the medical records expression are to be found in the condition of the blood and in 
above alluded tc, it would appear that we have not yet dis- | that of the nervous system. He maintains that in idiopathic 
cov y aoe . ‘ ; reatment of | albuminuria the blood contains an accumulation of an unassimi- 
this a 
and maintains that all those influences which may — 
: : ith the activity of this may become the causes of 
 Béucational Vaccine Station, Tottenham-court Chapel minuria; and as a special cause he alludes to the prolonged 
September, 1861, Sey ood = scl As a necessary corollary to the 
rh | above, the treatment pointed to as most successful is that 
We beg also to call your attention to the 17th and 44th 
samples, as said to be purchased of —— and Co., 57, Craw- 
ford-street. a ee to do with that shop for | 
Me Busi ape business some years since to & isculapius, Dut, coerced like tne genius © W 
Mx. he the narrow limits of his metal cell, remains labeled ‘‘to be left 
e are, Sir, your most obedient servants, till called for.” 
King William-street, Sept. 1861. Puruirs & Co. A new vaginal speculum has just appeared, the invention— 
a eee or rather, I should say, the compilation (for it seems to be the 
a. ee es | result of a subscription of ideas from different donors)—-of M. 
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MEDICAL NEWS. 


7, 1861. 


@ paper was read by Dr. Dumesnil on Tobacco and the effects 
attending its use, of which the following is an abstract :—-‘* The 
custom of smoking is spreading through the whole world, The 
tobacco-producing countries have the greatest difficulty in pro- 
viding for local wants. In America the consumption augments 
more rapidly than the supply. According to late statistics. 
the quantity of tobacco used in the New World annually 
is in weight equal to the bread consumed by ten millions of 
individuals in England. England, a country which does not 
uce tobacco, yearly consumes 30,000,000 Ibs. of that plant 
wn from America, and during the last ten years her con- 
sumption has increased one-fourth. In Hamburg, the popu- 
lation of which is only 150,000, as many as 40,000 cigars are 
consumed per day. In Denmark the annual average consump- 
tion is 4]bs. per head for the whole population. In Holland 
the proportion is still higher, In Austria the cultivation of 
the tobacco plant occupies 100,000 acres of good land. In 
1854, the consumption of tobacco in the whole world amounted 
to 506,000,000 lbs., being an average of 9 oz. for each person. 
Calculating that tobacco contains on an ave 3 per cent. of 
nicotine, it will be seen that there are annually consumed on 
the globe 15,180,000 lbs. of a poison of which a few drops are 
sufficient to cause death.” 

Dr. Rose, of Berlin, has lately published some observations 
on Santonine, the results of a series of experiments made by 
him with the view of fully investigating the nature of this 
hitherto ill-understood drug. It had for some time been sus- 

of possessing actively poisonous qualities; but by sub- 
sequent examination it was ascertained that, in consequence 
ef a most unaccountable mistake on the part of a large manu- 
factory of chemical preparations, strychnine had been mixed 
with santonine in considerable proportions, and had caused the 
accidents previously attributed to the latter drug. Dr. Rose 
announces that santonine is an acid, almost insoluble in water, 
and only apa | so in alcohol. It assumes the crystalline 
form, turning yellow under the solar influence, without under- 
going decomposition. He has swallowed as much as a scruple 
without great inconvenience. Its taste is bitter and di - 
able; it a decided action on the kidneys, less marked (as 
might be expected) in hot than in cold weather. The toxical 
effects of the drug consist in the production of an indescribable 
torpor, and to this cerebral modi ion Dr. Rose ascribes the 
green tint which patients generally complain of when under- 
going a course of santonine. The essential oil also extracted 
semen-contra is decidedly poisonous, and half a drachm 
thereof will kill a rabbit; it also possesses anthelmintic qua- 
lities, but in a less degree than santonine. The santonate of 
soda, which has been recommended, Dr. Rose does not consider 
to possess any advantage over santonine. 
aribaldi is reported as sick at Caprera, and suffering from 
the effects of an over-dose of ‘‘ Leroy.” Some of your readers 
may possibly not know what to make of this bisyllabic, 
which, more t than Bomba or Francis the Second of 
Naples, has lain prostrate the hero of Southern Italy. For 
their information, then, “‘ Leroy,” ‘* medicine or liqueur Leroy,” 
isa eg drastic, fifty years ago very fashionable in France, 
and long the patented secret of the man whose name it bears, 
It consists of a mixture of scammony, colchicum, j , and 
turbeth-root (Ipomea turpethum), dissolved in alcohol, and 
sweetened with sugar; and its effects upon the haman economy 
ean be better understood than described. However, about forty 
s ago, when “‘ Leroy” was at its zenith of popularity, a 
princess, fresh from Paris, found herselfsuddenly brought 
to a halt in a mountain pass in the Abruzzi; her carriage, sur- 
rounded by brigands, was speedily lightened of its contents, 
, amongst other valuables, out tumbled two or three case- 
bottles, jauntily bedecked with coloured paper, and labeled 
** Liqueur Leroy.” One of the brigands, an ecclesiastic no 
doubt, could read, and as the day was hot and the hill-side 
sunny, the bottle was uncorked and passed round. ‘ Eccel- 
dente !” says the first; ‘‘ Magnijico/”’ the second; and so on 
until the flask was empty. Brigands do not love heel-taps, 
so another cork was drawn, and another, until the whole stock 
had disappeared, and the rifling of the princess’s band boxes 
was resumed. ‘‘ Santo Diavolo!” and an exclamation of horror 
appended, was suddenly heard from one of the party, as in a 
ful but significant attitude he scampered off round a corner. 
‘Madonna mia!” shrieked another, as he followed the first, 
bugging his abdomen in agony. A full account of the atin 
ejaculations of each as he esca thongh carefully registe 
by the courier, who sat maliciously watching the fun, would 
be too long, although strictly medical and symptomatic, to re- 
count; so | wind up what might be a long story by saying ~_ 


the Russian princess got off scot-free with the 


loss of her private pha , and that the country was effec- 
tually purged from bri, Garibaldi should send the re- 
mainder of his medicine to the Abruzzi, where it seems to be 
indicated just now. Cialdini’s lead treatment is very slow of 
operation. 

Paris, Sept. 3rd, 1861. 


Medical 


Aprorugcarizs’ Hatt.—The following gentlemen passed 
their examination in the science and practice of medicine, and 
received certificates to practise, on the 29th ult. :— 


The following gentlemen also on the same day passed their 
first examination :— 

Davies, William, London Hospital. 
Griffin, William Henry, Banbury, Oxon, 
M'Diamid, Albert, Oakley-equare. 

Roe, Edwin Hodgson, Eccles, 

Tae Titte or Puarmacevticat Curmist.—A chemist, 
of the name of Mikisch, was, a few days ago, at the Blooms- 
bury County Court, fined £5 for assuming the title of Phar- 
maceutical Chemist, without being a member of the Pharma- 
ceutical Society. 

Attecrp Astatic at Nottixcnam. — Two 
cases of disease alleged to have been Asiatic cholera have oc- 
curred at Nottingham Workhouse. Sanitary precautions are 
requisite at this season more than at any other, 
cholera be pending or not; and although the t summer 
has been far too open and abounding with wholesome ome | 
storms (which ozonize the air and promote its scavenging 
freshening powers) to be likely to usher in a cholera season, 
the reminder is a salutary one, and may do good. 


Preservation or Boprgs.—A Society of medical prac- 
titioners and p iens is being f in Madrid, with a 
view of improving the manner of embalming bodies, and bring- 
ing the preservation of corpses within the means of all classes. 


Cavour’s Successor 1n THE House or ReprEsents- 
TIves.—Dr. Bottero has been elected, the first electoral 
division of Turin, to the seat occupied in the House by the late 
lamented Count Cavour, 

On tHe Generation or Tay1a.—M. Barilug has 
found that, out of 100 persons affected with tenia solium, 97 
had beer in the habit, for a shorter or longer period, of eating 
raw meat. The author gives thirty-two cases in which all the 
patients indulged in the habit just mentioned. 

Prorgssor Siemunp at Lyons.—This eminent syphi- 
lographer passed lately through Lyons, and visited, with much 
interest, the ‘‘ Antiquaille” Hospital, set apart for 

ients. M. Sigmund was present, in the evening, at a meet- 
ing of the Medical Society, where the subject of discussion was 
syphilization. The Prefessor took part in the debate, and de- 
livered a very eloquent and warmly-applauded address. 


Deatn or a Mepicat Stupent at Lyons.—M. Digoin, 
a highly esteemed honse-physician to one of the Lyons hos- 
pitals, died lately in that city, after a few days’ illness, from 
typhoid fever caught in the execution of his duty. Very 
touching discourses were delivered at the funeral of this new 
victim of professional self-denial, M. Digoin was only twenty- 
three years of age. 

Metancnoty Accipgnt—We lament to record that 
Mr. Henry Stokes, the surgeon in charge of the Barbadoes, 
who only landed the day preceding, was on Tuesday afternoon 
drowned, whilst bathing with a friend at the point, having 
been seized with cramp. The alarm being raised, Mr. Edwin 
Lee, of her Majesty’s Customs, went immediately to the spot, 
and, cou ly diving, succeeded in bringing the apparently 
lifeless y ashore, where every effort to restore animation 
was used, but, alas! in vain—the vital spark had flown. Mr. 
Lee deserves t credit for the exertions he used, as also 
does Captain Markwell, of the Kahlambra, who, as well as 
Mr. Barnes and others, continued for two hours their efforts to 
restore animation. The unfortunate deceased, we understand, 
was a promising young man, and highly spoken of by the 
passengers, — Natal Mercury, June 


a 
i 
Cooper, Alfred, Norwich. 
De la Porte, 
Waylen, Charles Willismn, Devine. 
As an Assistant :-— 
White, Samuel Shapland, Barnstaple, Devon. 


Tue Laycer,) MEDICAL NEWS.—BIKTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS, 


Practarisu. — A named was 
of a ve nsible occasion 

esis for the Doctor’ shegroe "The title of the thesis was 

** Pneumatocele of the Cranium ;” and the composition was 

almost completely copied from a paper published by M. Cortes, 


in the Gazette Médicale de Bordeaux, entitled, “‘ On Emphyse- 
matous Tumours of the Cranium.” 


Snocxtne Proceepines or a Quack.—The “ Gazetta 
Medica Italiana” mentions a deplorable example of foolhardi- 
ness on the part of a quack. A boy, aged thirteen, having 
hitherto enjoyed excellent health, was pie with slight edema 
of the feet and one hand, in consequence of exposure. A 
psendo-phlebotomist scarified the part, and then cauterized it 
80 so deeply and so often with sulphuric acid, that the bones were 

laid bare, and finally the hand and the two feet became spha- 
celous, and dropped off. 


A wew Hosprrat rounpgep sy THs Empress oF THE 
Frenca,—On the 18th ultimo the Empress laid the first stone 
of an hospital, to be called the “ Ste. Engénie toy “woes 
Eaux Bonnes, a watering-place in the t would 
appear that Napoleon had ordered, 
a mere hamlet. since ‘ 
though one house only of the two was 
structed. The reputation of this na see, has vastly 
increased, and the efficacy of the springs been found so 
Ecitng of am opal press to give her patronage to the 


the waters. Dr. oux, the official physician of the 


Bonnes, had the honour of addressing ber Majesty afer the 


authorities; and the Empress entertained all the gentlemen 
concerned at dinner in the evening. 


moral, i 


or purine THE WEEK ENDING 
Sarurpay, Avoeust 3lst.—In the week that ended on Satur- 


day, the deaths of 1127 persons, of whom 577 were males and 
550 females, were registered in London. At this season, which 
the fatal experience of former years invests with more than 

interest to the London population, it is gratifying to 


ordinary 
find that the metropolitan reports, alt they show the 


cations of the more virulent epidemic. Diarrhea was fatal 
last week in 183 cases, of which 155 occurred to children. 
Cholera or choleraic diarrhcea was also fatal in 14 cases. Small- 
pox exhibits a low mortality; last week the deaths from it 
were only 5. Scarlatina was fatal in 34 cases, and 16 deaths 

are recorded from diphtheria. The deaths from measles were 


t a meeting of the Governors of the County W: Infirmary, held at 
on the 3ist ult., Dr. R. H. Courtenay was unanimously elected Sur- 
second County Infirmary at Baltinglass, vice Dr. 


Commissions signed by Lords-Lieutenant.—19th Sussex Rifle Volunteer 
Corps: Mr. G. A. Jeffery, to be Hon. Assist.-Surg. 9th Hertfordshire Rifle 
Volunteers: F. H. x he to be Hon. Assist,-Surg rg. vice M. A. Adams, 
resigned. Prince of Wales's Royal ment of Renfrew Militia: J. Hutchin- 
son, Gent. to be Assist.-Surg. Irish Rifle Volunteer : H.R. 
West, M.D., to be Assist.-Sarg. No.6 y of Elginshire Rifle folunteors 
be Hon. Assist.-Surg. 


Dr. 
Surgeons—Mitchell Thomson and Gerald Yeo, to the Saturn; J, C. Sabben, 
to the Asia ; William Crawford, to be Surgeon-Superin’ 


t of the Lincelles 
Convict Ship ; Harkan, to the Pantaloon ; Charles E. 4 
Orestes F 


rgeons—Gordon Jackson, to the Aboukir ; 


Weight, to Hasler Hospital ; Godfrey Goodman, to the Plover ; Gen. Eliott, 
M.B., to the Victory, Mor service at Haslar Hospital ; Wm. Roche, to the 


nh egnable, for service at Pl ith Hospital ; Dr. F. A. Bri to the Bdin- 
Dr. W. Yarde, to the Excellent, Acting Assistant-Surgeon Belgrave 


2 
= 


oungest 

erts, and Forest-hill, Surrey. 

29th ult., at the District Church, 
Elizabeth, 


the 14th ult., at Cairo, 


26th ult., at Clarence-street, Gloucester, George H. 

28th ult,, at The Basingstoke, Edward Covey, 
ult., at Newington-place, Marianne, the wife of W. T. Iliff, jun., 


at Clifton-vale, Clifton, C. C. J, Dolmege, M.D., Surgeons 


Births, Marriages, ad Deaths. 


BIRTHS. 


pe om he wile of T. Grin, BA, of a son. 
, at Grosvenor-street West, Eaton-square, the wife J. 


the wife of Thos, A. F. Scott, Esq, M.R.C.S., 


ult., at Norwood, the wife of A. B. Sharpe, M.D., of a 
Sist “as New-crose, the wife of 


a son, 


the the wife of Robert L.. Bowes, Eaq,, 
Bod nat, at Market-Drapton, the wife of W. W. Saxton, L.R.C.P., of 


MARRIAGES. 


., of Vere, to Sarah, fourth daughter of the late John Farrier, 


i 


Wii Truro, Arthur B. Harris, L.R.C.P., to Agnes Wilson, 
of Boscawen-street, Truro. 
at St. Giles’s Camberwell, Edward L. M. De 


_ t son of the Rev. Francis De F. 
James este, Hao Stainton, 


~, at St. Luke’s, Chelsea, “Walter Sewell 


late Brigadier-General Walter Alexander 


ter of the late George Com 


DEATHS. 


Sr. 
SATURDAY, Serr. 14...4 
CRARING-CROSS 


{ Hosprrat.—Operations, 1} 


Sr. Manr’s Hosprtat. 
COLLEGE 


WEDNESDAY, Serr, 11 { 


Hosrrtat.—Operations, 
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Robert Hunter, 
of tn, 


On the 29th ult., at St. James’s Church, Paddington, Geo. Salter, L.R.C.P. 
ph Wilts, to Jane, daughter of the late Hears Hulbert, 4 


formerly 
Moos, donghtes of the late late John Corner, Esq., of Whitby. 


his 


rppiesex Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1 


Ml the 13th of July, at Kurrachee, Seinde, the wife of J. Gorringe, M.D 
Batt (King’s Own) Regt., of a daughter. 
15th ¢ July, at Ajmere, Rajpootana, the wife of T. Murray, M.D., 
, of a son. 
ieth alt. at Droitwich, Worcester, the wife of Henry Curtler, Esq., 
premat 
beth 
26th ult. 
D., of a daughter. 
26th ult, at Lochmaben, 
of a daughter. 
On the 2 ughter. 
On the hobert. 
N. Mi 
On 
ofa d 
On 
a 
On 
On 
M.D., 
Pater 
On the 
niece of M 
On the 
Kendal, West- 
ter of Pndal, 
Tnoreiand, and of Mor 
On the 28th ult., at St. Pancras Church, Harman K. Esq. 
Army, to Charlotte Anne, youngest daughter ot A 
mandant low of Horatio andes, 
Surgeon, pigné, Esq., Bek 
hampstead 
sion in Ltaly. Abercanaid, Merthyr Tydf 
dore 
of 
On the 23rd ult., J 
agéd 63 
On t 
grove, 
to the ( 
On t 
8, and from typhus 41. ; F.R.CS 
The births registered in London were—boys, 874; girls, 851. “ 
On 
MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 
Mx. R. P. Mrppremrst, of Great Coram-street, Russell-square, has been Medical wy of Week 
A 
‘ovat Hosrrtat.—Operations, 2 
MONDAY, 9 Pass 
P.M. 
TUESDAY, Szrr, 10 
MILITARY AND NAVAL MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE. i 
s, 1 P.M. 
Uperations 
Rorat Orrnorapic Hosrrrat. — Operations, 2 
P.M. 
Grorer's 
Lonpon 
Operations, 1 
THURSDAY, Szrr. 12 Lowpow 1} Pm. 
Great Hosrrrat, e's Cross.— 
Operations, 2 P.x. 
Lowpow Svrercat Homs.—Operations, 2 
Westminster Hosrrran. — 
FRIDAY, Sarr. 13......... Operse 
Taomas’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


7, 1861. 


Go Correspondents. 


J. W. M., (Surgeon, Melbourne.)—We cannot afford space for farther replies 
from our correspondent. We see no reason to alter our previously expressed 
opinion—viz., that the administration of the Melbourne Hospital needed 
reform, but that the system pursued to bring it about was not a proper one. 
We must again state that advertising in the daily journals is as derogatory 
to the profession of medicine abroad as it is here, We are sorry to learn, as 
we do from more quarters than one, that men of education believe them- 
selves forced in the colonies to pursue a line of conduct which they would 
blush to follow at home, 

Medicus, A.M.—Hunter was the first to observe and comment upon the fact of 


‘that he will be called upon to pass any other. 

An Old Subscriber, (Margate.)—As no agreement was made, the charges (if 
reasonable) can be recovered, 

Dr. Abbotts Smith—The communication shall be inserted as soon as possible, 


Prortsstowat Errqgverrs. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


epresent 
as to be utterly unsuitable for 
a 


neighbourhood of Spital-equare.” 


Some months since a medical friend leaving town wished me to take charge 
friends. The note in ‘tion was 


a few - were together, 
my friend and myself did 


a publie appointment at that time vacant. 


I am, Sir, yours, &c., 
Spital-square, September, 1861. Jamzs Epwunps, L.R.C.P. Edin. 


Enquirer.—* Kerosine” is a tarry oi] distilled from a particular kind of coal 
obtained in America. The “‘ kerosoline” comes amongst the first products of 
the distillation, and in large quantities. Neither the flavour nor the odour 
is unpleasant. 

A Dentist.—Not in Europe at all. It occurred in the Mauritius lately. It is 


Homo.—It is probable that. the Court of Examiners would admit a candidate 
so situated to examination. 

The General Apothecaries’ Company, we understand, has attained a decided 
suecess. At the meeting of shareholders, to be held in a few days, a dividend 
will be declared of sixteen per cent. per annum on the shares. 

it. 
ComPrrsationw vow 
To the Editor of Tam Lanczr. 

case “Clements v. London and North-Western 
a Pe Assizes, there is an important error, ay 
proba papi only. You state that Mr. Skelding (the gentleman 
question) | 
for Mr. 


” estimated the money No doubt you intended to state 
jury, however, were of a totally different opinion, as they 


said there was the ey oe See with the plaintiff. 
£276 
Russell-square, Aug, 1861, May, the Plaintiff’s Attorney. 


P. B., (Manchester.)—Yes, so far as regards the qnestion of artificially pro- 
dueing ice in vacuo. It was effected by the evaporation of ether ; bat it 
required a complieated apparatus for its production. Recently M. Carré has 
communicated to the French Academy a method of producing low tempera- 
tures upon the large seale by means far more simple and inexpensive. His 
process is stated to depend upon the rapid evaporation of condensed ammo- 
niacal gas. 

A Seven Years’ Subscriber, (Manchester.)—1. By letter to the Board of Ad- 
miralty.—2. To the Emigration Commissioners.—3. In the second service 
there are no vacancies. 

Spes.—1. There is no time specified for its publication. — 2. It will be a 
National 

T. C.’s question shall be answered if he will send his name and address, 

8. A., (Bristol.)—There is no fine for non-registration ; but only the registered 
practitioner is entitled to recover charges at law, and to other privileges. 


Votunrerrs. 
To the Editor of Taw Laycer, 
—Allow me to inform “ A Surgeon, A.V., iat Mosenanstee have 


surgeons, im 
table military 
used in your co 


W. G. @.—Under ordinary circumstances it is not a nuisance, and there is no 
remedy for the annoyance experienced. 
4, B. C.—By application to the Director of the Medical Department of the 
Whitehall. 


Mr. T. Elmwood might become an out-patient at any of the London hospitals. 

M.D., (Glasgow.)—The Turkish service. 

Mr. C. Bennett—An indenture dated previously to December, 1859, exempts 
the candidate. 

Dr. Cheesman’s “Case of Extra-Uterine Gestation” shall appear in our next. 


A Mrermazy 
To the Rditor of Tus Lawert. 


is Mr. Cox Smith 
llows 


Hospital at Fort Pitt, 

1001. 

*,* We can state on authority that nothing is known at Chatham as to any 
special appointment of Mr. Cox as dentist to Fort Pitt. The principal medi- 
cal officer at Chatham was informed that he was at liberty to request the 
services of Mr. Cox in any case in which he might think it advisable; but 
there is no such appointment recognised as “ Dentist to Fort Pitt,” as far 
as we can ascertain.—Ep. L. 


Erratvm.—In the fourteenth line of Mr. Barwell’s note, published in our last 
impression, page 211, for “ Gout,” read “ Joint.” 

Lurrsns, &c., have been received from—Mr. J. Adams; 

Dr. Aldis; Mr. G. Simpson; Dr. Cameron; Mr. Burford; Dr. E. Williams; 

Dr. 8. L. Gill; Mr. Jones, Hifracombe; Dr. Garton; Mr. Nuttall; Mr. F. 


enclosure ;) Mr. J. D. Fletcher; Mr. Hardy, (with enclosure;) Mr, Copney ; 
Mr. Horsfall, Halifax, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Blewitt, York, (with enclosure ;) 
Mr. Porter, Tipton ; Dr. Edmunds ; Mr. Moreton, Market-Deeping, (with.en- 
closure ;) Mr. J. Martin; Mr. Peniey, Bath; Mr. Earlam, Northwich, (with 
enclosure ;) Mr. Rennett, Probus, (with enelosure ;) M.D.; A Naval Surgeon; 
Lindley Murray; A Canny Scot; W.G.G.; Pro Bono Publico; Beta, Potton ; 
A. B.C.; Medicus, (with enclosure ;) MLD., (with enclosure;) Ts E.; 


know of the subject is that by Lebert, in the second part of the fifth volume 
of Virchow’s “‘ Handbook of Special Pathology and Therapeutics.” 
FP. 8.—The “ preliminary examination” is sufficient. It is not at all probable been 
of 
| the corps” (not a staff appointment), and his relative rank is that of major, but 
junior of that rank (since March 28th, 1861). Your correspondent’s position is 
city, with same dress, &c., have been formed into a regiment; but if the 
ment with — were a 
a appointment to it, Lord-Lieutenan uding a staff surgeon, 
and wi on 8 moun 
Sre,—The testimonials and garbled quotations which “ Chirurgus” has dished | the surgical duties, and his relative aks cond be that of lieutenant-colonel, 
up with his own malice certainly make an unseemly show ; but that is due Surgeons must wear the same uniform as their or battalions, in accord- 
principally to the unfair way in whieh ich was | ance with the “ Dress Regulations of the Army ;” ifn the artillery, as 
poe BE gy matter, and so shaped general | of such. I would recommend all mediately —— 
distribution. He charges me with issu gazetted, to apply to some res ve him your relative 
monials, and “ with distributing them in the rank, and state Ne kind of clot! attalion, and he will 
° dress you right. It is their business, which ordinary tailors do not under 
stand. It would also avoid ridiculous mistakes. At an inspection the other 
day I saw an honorary assistant-surgeon with a general’s hat and scarlet and | 
troduction. It was ted to a list of about forty names from my friend's py Surgeon” bis ts staff appointment, 
uc pos y m m to « 
note-book. It has not been used in any other way, and was not “ distributed end Mts rank that of Ramtanamhotonsh, bah tunioe of that’ soak 
e w when can a t, to . better the of the whom ‘ 
assist in the transfer of practices; and providing that the testimonials be Bh ng nate * 
honest, and only sent to a list of subscribers or private patients, on such an . 2 
Occasion it is not usual to condemn the practice; though if the same 
ware “ circulated in ancighbourhand” from house to house, without legitimate 
introduction or object, they would become =e Se 
unmitigated condemnation. It may be asked, so few having been used, and 
those nly pevate clique of patient how care it in the way of “ Chirur- 
pad there’s the 1 will tell you, Sir. A dissipated assistant was 
ed out of my house a short time since for repeated drunkenness, He sup- 
plied one of the surplus copies to an unfriendly brother, and this man, being 
one of those who would have been delighted to distribute testimonials through 
the neighbourhood, jumped to the conelusion I had done as he would have 
pu anon your now 
“ Chirurgus” to disprove this, and his charge of 
in the neighbourhood of Spital-square,” by giving the name and address of the 
who really furnished him with the note, and had not received it in the 
Feit or at sa pardonable way I have described. Should he fail in 
Tas Lancer 
ae a neighbour's discarded assistant for the purpose of misre- 
presenting a venial indecorum, as to lend its strong arm for the rebuke of un- | 
is objectionable ba 
and the thing was used 
dislike it on again looking over it alter aispatcn. 
. Dr. Richardson's note was a mere friendly congratulation, and the paragraph | 
was used without his knowledge, though he had consented to its being used in | 
| 
said that Dy. Mailly-eiministered chloroform to himself, previously ordering Mason ; Messrs. Savory and Moore ; Mr. J. 8, Stoker; Mr. Middlemist ; Mr. \ 
that at a given signal the tooth should be removed. The operation was per- Manchester ; Mr. Swanwick, Congleton; Mr. M‘Gowan; Mr. W. | 
Potter, Lichfield, (with enclosure ;) Mr. F. Margett, Iichester ; Dr. Nicolas ; | 
Mr. Williams, Bangor, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Bantock, (with enclosure ;) Mr. 
Callaway, (with enelosure;) Mr. Seott, Devonport; Mr. Whereat, Bristol, 
(with enclosure;) Mr. Kenny, Cork; Dr. Magrath, (with enclosure ;) Mr, 
Leigh, Beaminster, (with enclosure;) Mr. Searle, Brighton, (with enclosure ;) 
Mr. Turner, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Horton; Mr. Weekes, Brompton, (with 
enclosure ;) Dr. M‘William; Mr. Corrie, Dumfries, (with enclosure ;) Mr. C. 
Hine, Hwinster, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Cunningham; Mr. Ingle; Mr. Sand- 
ford; Mr. Flower, Codford ; Mr. Turner; Mr. Edwardes, Llansaintffraid, (with 


